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STATEMENT OF PURPOSE

The purpose of this dissertation is to develop an expository and
practical commentary on "The Gospel According to Mark." This study will
include the harmonized sequential headings or listings from the other
Gospel records. The theme of the Book of Mark is found in the key verse
which is Mark 10:45. Jesus is speaking and He states, "For even the Son
of man came not to be ministered unto, but to minister, and to give his life
a ransom for many." Without question to minister is to serve. Jesus was
speaking of Himself as the Servant of God, the Father. In this verse He
reveals that His first advent was two-fold: (1) to give His life to pay the
redemption price for the sinner and thus to save every sinner who will
believe; and (2) to minister for God and to serve others and thus be the
supreme example as to how sinners saved by grace are to live so as to
point all people to Christ Jesus as the one and only Savior. The title,
"Jesus, My Servant the Branch - Comments on Mark," is derived from
many references in Isaiah, Jeremiah, and Zechariah, but more particularly
from Zechariah 3:8 (KJV) "Hear now, O Joshua the high priest, thou, and
thy fellows that sit before thee: for they are men wondered at: for, behold,
I will bring forth my servant the BRANCH."

By
Joseph L. Looney II

May, 2012; April, 2014
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JESUS, MY SERVANT THE BRANCH- COMMENTS ON MARK
Outline With The Harmonized Sequential Listings from all Four Gospel

--- VOLUME THREE OF FOUR ---
(Mark Chapters 10; 11; 12; 13)
[Divisions Seven, Eight, and Nine]
[Desertations Chapters 16; 17; 18; 19; 20; 21]
[Pages 357--526]

---DIVISION SEVEN---
THE SERVANT: TEACHING ABOUT RICHES, FAITH, AND
FAITHFULNESS
(Mark Chapter 10:1-52)
XVI. Faithfulness in Marriage -- Little Children Blessed 10:1-16
A. The Final Departure from Galilee to Go into Judaea 10:1
(Matthew 19:1,2)
1. Beginning the journey from Galilee unto Perea 10:1a
2. Multitudes following being healed and taught by Jesus 10:1b
B. Jesus Answering a Question and Teaching about Divorce 10:2-12
(Matthew 19:3-12; Luke 16:18)
1. Old enemies posing an insincere question to tempt Jesus 10:2
2. Turning the tables on the Pharisees in asking a question 10:3-5
3. Jesus answering from the Scriptures and an injunction 10:6-9
4. A plainspoken private answer about divorce and remarriage 10:10-12
5. Scriptural reasons when God allows remarriage Matthew 19:9
(1 Corinthians 7:10-16)
C. Jesus Blessing the Little Children 10:13-16
(Matthew 19:13-15; Luke 18:15-17)
1. Bringing little children unto Jesus to be blessed, 10:13,16¢
2. Jesus desiring little children to come unto Him, 10:13,14
3. Receiving the kingdom as a little child, 10:14b,15
4. Jesus demonstrating His love for little children, 10:16
XVILI. Faithfulness in Leaving all and Following Jesus 10:17-52
A. The Rich Young Ruler, Perils of Riches, Rewards of Forsaking All 10:17-31
(Matthew 19:16-30; Luke 18:18-30)
1. Jesus and the rich young ruler 10:17-22
2. The difficulty of a rich man entering the kingdom of God 10:23-27
3. Forsaking all to follow Jesus and the rewards 10:28-31
SSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSS>S>>

>Harmonized Sequential listingA Jrom the other Gospel records:

>>Parable of the Laborers in the Vineyard Matthew 20:1-16
<L LLLLLLLLLLL L L L L L L L L L L L L L L L L L Lk
B. The Third Prediction Concerning His Cross 10:32-34

(Matthew 20:17-19; Luke 18:31-34)
1. The amazement and fearfulness while continuing to Jerusalem 10:32a
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JESUS, MY SERVANT THE BRANCH - COMMENTS ON MARK
Outline With The Harmonized Sequential Listings from all Four Gospels

(Matthew 20:17a, Luke 18:31)
2. Jesus taking the Twelve aside privately 10:32b
(Matthew 20:17b; Luke 18:31a)
3. Prophesying about His death, burial, resurrection 10:33,34
(Matthew 19:18,19; Luke 18:32-34)
C. James and John requesting the best seats 10:35-45
(Matthew 20:20-28)
1. James and John desiring a certain thing 10:35-37
(Matthew 20:20,21)
2. Jesus answering with a challenge about suffering 10:38-40
(Matthew 20:22,23)
3. The indignation against them 10:41
(Matthew 20:24)
4. Another lesson in true greatness 10:42-44
(Matthew 20:25-27)
5. Jesus, the supreme example of true greatness 10:45
(Matthew 20:28)
D. Healing Blind Bartimaeus upon Leaving Jericho 10:46-52
(Matthew 20:29-34; Luke 18:35-43)
1. The blind man near Jericho 10:46
(Matthew 20:29,30a; Luke 18:35,36)
2. The cry, confession, and faith of the blind man 10:47
(Matthew 20:30b; Luke 18:37,38)
3. Trying to stop his cry for mercy 10:48
(Matthew 20:31; Luke 18:39)
4. Jesus hearing him, called for him 10:49,50
(Matthew 20:32a; Luke 18:40a)
5. The actual healing of this blind beggar 10:51,52
(Matthew 20:32b-34; Luke 18:40b-43)
SSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSS>>

. Y
>Harmonized Sequential listings ~from the other Gospel records:

>>The Conversion of Zacchaeus at Jericho Luke19:1-10
>>Parable of the Pounds and Going to Jerusalem Luke 19:11-28
>>Jesus Arrives at Bethany, near Jerusalem John 11:55—12:1,9-11

<L LLLLLLLLLLLLL L L L L L L L L L L Lk

---DIVISION EIGHT---
THE SERVANT: REJECTED AS KING IN JERUSALEM
(Mark Chapters 11:1-33; 12:1-44)

XVIIIL. Entering Jerusalem in Peaceful Triumph 11:1-26
A. Jesus Entering Jerusalem in Triumph 11:1-11
(Matthew 21:1-11, 14-17; Luke 19:29-44; John 12:12-19)

1. Jesus sending for a donkey 11:1-7
(Matthew 21:1-7; Luke 19:29-35; John 12:12-19)
2. The official presentation of Jesus as King 11:7-10

vi



JESUS, MY SERVANT THE BRANCH - COMMENTS ON MARK
Outline With The Harmonized Sequential Listings from all Four Gospels

(Matthew 21:7-9; Luke 19:35-38)
3. Entering and looking around the city and the temple 11:11
(Matthew 21:10,11,14-17; Luke 19:39-44)

B. Cursing the Barren Fig Tree 11:12-14
(Matthew 21:18,19)
C. Cleansing of the Temple 11:15-18

(Matthew 21:12-14; Luke 19:45-48)
1. The findings of Jesus in the temple 11:15,16
(Matthew 21:12; Luke 19:45)
2. Casting out the merchandisers and rebuking 11:15-17;
(Matthew 21:12,13; Luke 19:45,46)
3. The hostility of the scribes and chief priests 11:18
(Matthew 21:15; Luke 19:47,48)
SSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSDSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSS>SSSSS>S>S>>>

>Harmonized Sequential listingA Jrom the other Gospel records:
>>Request of Certain Greeks to see Jesus and His Response John 12:20-50
<<LLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLL LKL LKL
D. Lessons about Faith and Prayer from the Withered Fig Tree 11:19-26
(Matthew 21:19-22; Luke 21:37,38)
1. The fig tree drying up by the roots 11:19-21
(Matthew 21:19b; Luke 21:37,38)
2. Having faith in God 11:22-24
(Matthew 21:20-22)
3. Giving a vital lesson on prayer 11:22-26
(Matthew 21:22)

XIX. Questions Asked and Answered 11:27—12:44
{ Questions of the Religious Leaders and Public Teaching}
A. The Question about the Authority of Jesus 11:27-33

(Matthew 21:23-27; Luke 20:1-8)
1. The Sanhedrin leaders asking Jesus about his authority 11:27-28
(Matthew 21:23; Luke 20:1,2)
2. Jesus answering with a wise counter-question 11:29-30
(Matthew 21:24,25a; Luke 20:3,4)
3. The dilemma of the religious leaders 11:31,32
(Matthew 21:25b,26; Luke 20:5,6
4. The answers of the leaders and of Jesus 11:33
(Matthew 21:27; Luke 20:7,8)
SSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSS>S>>

>Harmonized Sequential listingA Jrom the other Gospel records:

>>The Parable of the Two Sons Matthew 21:28-32
<CLLLLLLLLLLL LKL LKL LLLLLLLLL LKL LKL LKL LLLLLLLLLLLLLLLL
B. The Parable of the Wicked Vinedressers 12:1-12

(Matthew 21:33-46; Luke 20:9-19
1. Exposing the Jewish leaders 12:1-12

vii



JESUS, MY SERVANT THE BRANCH - COMMENTS ON MARK
Outline With The Harmonized Sequential Listings from all Four Gospels

(Matthew 21:33-46; Luke 20:9-19)

2. The title and main features of this parable 12:1-12
(with Matthew and Luke)

3. Israel, Jehovah's vineyard under tenants 12:1,12
(Matthew 21:42-46; Luke 20:16-18)

4. The shameful treatment of the servants by the husbandmen 12:2-5
(Matthew 21:34-36; Luke 20:10-12)

5. At the last, the landlord sending his beloved son 12:6-8
(Matthew 21:37-39; Luke 20:13-15a)

6. Destroying the husbandmen and giving the vineyard to others 12:9
(Matthew 21:40-41; Luke 20:15b-16a)

7. Taking the kingdom from Israel; giving it to fruit bearers 12:10,11
(Matthew 21:42-44; Luke 20:17-18)

8. The Jewish leaders seeking to lay hold on Jesus 12:12
(Matthew 21:45,46; Luke 20:19)

SSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSS>SSSSS>S>S>>>

.  re . A
>Harmonized Sequential listing = from the other Gospel records:

>>The Parable of the Marriage Feast Matthew 22:1-14
<<LLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLL LKL LKL LKL
C. The Question about Paying Taxes 12:13-17

(Matthew 22:15-22; Luke 20:20-26)
1. The purpose of the question 12:13
(Matthew 22:15; Luke 20:20)
2. The question about paying taxes 12:14,15a
(Matthew 22:16-17; Luke 20:21,22)
3. The answer of the all-wise Son of God 12:15b-17
(Matthew 22:18-22; Luke 20:24-26)
D. The Question about Marriage in the Resurrection 12:18-27
(Matthew 22:23-33; Luke 20:27-40)
1. The Sadducees 12:18
(Matthew 22:23; Luke 20:27)
2. The trick question of the Sadducees 12:19-23
(Matthew 22:24-28; Luke 20:28-33)
3. The answer of the all-wise Master 12:24-27
(Matthew 22:29-33; Luke 20:34-38)
E. The Question about the First Commandment 12:28-34
(Matthew 22:34-40; cf. Luke 10:25-27)
1. The question about the first commandment 12:28
(Matthew 22:34-36)
2. Jesus gives a two-fold answer 12:29-31
(Matthew 22:37-40)
3. The discreet response of the scribe Mark 12:32-34
F. The Question of Jesus about the Son of David 12:35-37
(Matthew 22:41-46; Luke 20:41-44)
G. The Denouncement of the Scribes and Pharisees 12:38-40

viil



JESUS, MY SERVANT THE BRANCH - COMMENTS ON MARK
Outline With The Harmonized Sequential Listings from all Four Gospels

(Matthew 23:1-39; Luke 20:45-47)
H. The Commendation of the Widow's Giving 12:41-44
(Luke 21:1-4)

---DIVISION NINE---
THE SERVANT: ENCOURAGING HIS DISCIPLES BY PROPHECY
(Mark Chapter 13:1-37)
{The Olivet Discourse 13:1-37} (Matthew 24 and 25; Luke 21:5-36)
XX. Take Heed: For the Gospel Must Be Published 13:1-13
A. Prophecy of the Destruction of the Temple 13:1,2
(Matthew 24:1,2; Luke 21:5,6)
B. The Two-fold Question by Four Disciples 13:3,4
(Matthew 24:3; Luke 21:7)
C. Warnings about Deceivers and Signs of the End 13:5-8
(Matthew 24:4-8; Luke 21:8-11)
D. Warnings Regarding Persecution and Conflict 13:9,11-13a
(Matthew 24:9-12; Luke 21:12-18)
E. A Call to Steadfastness 13:13b
(Matthew 24:13; Luke 21:19)
F. The Gospel Must Be Preached to all Nations 13:10
(Matthew 24:14)
XXI. Take Heed and Be Watchful 13:14-37
A. The Abomination of Desolation and the Necessity of Flight 13:14-23
(Matthew 24:15-26; Luke 21:20-24)
1. The abomination of desolation 13:14a
(Matthew 24:15; Luke 21:20)
2. Fleeing to the mountains 13:14b-18
(Matthew 24:16-20; Luke 21:21-23)
3. The demand for a future fulfillment 13:19,20
(Matthew 24:21,22; Luke 21:22,24-27)
4. Another warning concerning deceivers 13:21,22
(Matthew 24:23,24,26)
5. Taking heed and being alert 13:23
(Matthew 24:25)
B. The Return of the Son of Man 13:24-27
(Matthew 24:27-31; Luke 21:25-27)
1. The signs of those days 13:24,25
(Matthew 24:27-29; Luke 21:25,26)
2. The coming again of the Son of Man 13:26
(Matthew 24:30; Luke 21:27)
3. Sending the angels to gather the elect 13:27
(Matthew 24:31)
C. The Parable of the Fig Tree and the Date of the Consummation 13:28-32
(Matthew 24:32-36; Luke 21:28-33)
1. The parable of the fig tree 13:28,29

X



JESUS, MY SERVANT THE BRANCH - COMMENTS ON MARK
Outline With The Harmonized Sequential Listings from all Four Gospels

(Matthew 24:32,33; Luke 21:29-31)
2. The certainty and reliability of this prophecy 13:30,31
(Matthew 24:34,35; Luke 21:32,33)
3. The date of the consummation 13:32
(Matthew 24:36; Luke 21:28)
SSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSS>>

. e . A
>Harmonized Sequential listing = from the other Gospel records:

>>Coming of the Son of Man Liken to the Days of Noah Matthew 24:37-41
<<<LLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLL LKL LKL L LKL
D. The Need for Watchfulness 13:33-37

(Matthew 24:42; Luke 21:34-36)
1. Watching and praying 13:33
(Matthew 24:42; Luke 21:36)
2. The parable of the porter 13:34-37
3. The application to His disciples 13:35
(Matthew 24:42-44; Luke 21:34,35)
4. The need to watch and sleep not 13:36,37
(Matthew 24:42-47; Luke 21:36)
SSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSS>>

Harmonized Sequential listingsA Jrom the other Gospel records:

>>The Parable of the Master of the House Matthew 24:43-46
>>The Parable of the Faithful Servant and the Evil Servant Matthew 24:47-51
>>The Parable of the Ten Virgins Matthew 25:1-13

>>The Parable of the Talents Matthew 25:14-30

>>Picture of the Judgment with Parable of the Sheep and Goats Matthew 25:31-46
<<LLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLL LKL <<

End Notes

A. The harmonized sequential listings from the other Gospel records have been
gleaned from various sources and from study. This writer leaned heavily on _A
Layman's Harmony of the Gospels by John F. Carter and A Harmony of the Gospels
for Students of the Life of Christ by A. T. Robertson. Both of these are listed in the
Bibliography. All other sources are also listed.

B. For outlines for Volumes 1; 2; and 4 please go to those volumes.

Printed: 2/14/2014; 4/2014; 5/08/2017
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FOREWORD

to the commentary entiled

JESUS, MY SERVANT THE BRANCH—COMMENTS ON MARK

This paper or commentary was originally composed as a desertation
submitted to Gulf Coast Baptist Institute of Hattiesburg, Mississippi, in
partial fulfillment of the requirements for the Degree of Doctor of
Theology. With the written permission of the Gulf Coast Baptist Institute
this writer now offers to the general public this commentary on The
Gospel According to John Mark. There are four volumes. Volume One
covers Mark chapters 1, 2, 3, 4, and 5. Volume Two covers Mark chapters
6, 7, 8, and 9. Volume 3 covers Mark chapters 10, 11, 12, and 13. Volume
4 covers Mark chapters 14, 15, and 16.

It is without apology that this writer writes from the viewpoint of a
Landmark Missionary Baptist pastor who was saved by the grace of God in
June, 1960. God used the ministry of Central Missionary Baptist Church in
Fayetteville, Arkansas, and the individual witnessing of Brother John
Blake a follow engineering student at the University of Arkansas to bring
this sinner to the realization that he needed to repent and trust in the Lord
Jesus.

The overall plan of this writer is to write verse by verse
commentaries on as many books of the 66 books of the Holy Bible as time
permits in the time that he has left upon this earth until the Precious Lord
Jesus Christ takes him home. The purpose of this is to help people who
have the desire to understand the Word of Truth. It is this writer's prayer
that God's Spirit will use this desertation and any in the future to help
those who desire to know and understand the Bible. No doubt all questions
will not be answered and there are human errors in this paper, but to the
best of his ability and with the help of God, this writer has tried to get the
correct and accurate teaching(s) of The Gospel According to John Mark.
To God be the glory for any help and any good that may come from this
effort.

In the service of the Master, Jesus Christ My Savior and Lord,
Joseph L. Looney II

Gillette, Wyoming

May, 2012; Sept; Nov, 2013; April, 2014
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ADDITIONAL REMARKS
CREDITS FOR SOURCES -- ADDED REMARKS

This writer can not claim any originality for it is God who created him and
has given him any ability that he may have, so the glory goes to God and His dear
Son, Christ Jesus, who is this writer's Personal Savior and LORD.

Every reasonable effort has been made by this writer to give credit to all
sources and authors where credit is due and when sources were known. However,
over many years, this writer has read many comments from various sources in the
course of sermon and lesson study preparations. If any material from some of
these many sources has been included in these comments and has not been
documented, inadvertently or otherwise, this writer apologizes for the oversight. It
was and is not the intention of this writer not to recognize these sources. During
in the ministry of this writer since 1971 and even before, he prepared and
preached sermons from the four Gospel records of Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John
for the Mountain Grove Missionary Baptist Church near Alma, Arkansas, as well as
the Unity Missionary Baptist Church near Paron, Arkansas, and Pine Top
Missionary Baptist Church near Broken Bow, OK. In the course of the preparation
for these sermons this writer leaned heavily on sermon booklets and
commentaries by various preachers and writers. In many cases there are no
formal references to these works in the text of this writer's commentary.
Therefore, this writer acknowledges his debt to the work of all those preachers and
commentators from which he had drawn resources for preaching and teaching.
APPRECIATION FOR PASTORS, PREACHERS AND INSTRUCTORS

Over the years the Holy Spirit of God has used several pastors and others
to teach this writer spiritual and practical things from the Word of God. Some of
those pastors were Charles Ashcraft in Fayetteville, Arkansas; Eugene Reagan in

Jonesboro, Arkansas; Richard Folger in Russellville, Kentucky; Clarence Walker,
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Carl Sadler, and Edward Overbey in Lexington, Kentucky; Gerald Scott Smith in

Lexington, Kentucky; Buck Nicholson and E. Keith Simmons in Fort Smith,
Arkansas; Hershel Adams in Alma, Arkansas; and J. C. James in Little Rock,
Arkansas. Besides these brethren (some of whom were also my instructors in
Baptist Bible institutes and seminaries) the following were also my instructors in
various Baptist Institutes and Seminaries: Rocoe Brong, Johnny Thompson, and
others in Lexington, Kentucky; John Penn, Charles Rogers, John Owen, Fred
Vining, David Robinson, O. R. Baldwin, and Paul Goodwin, and L. D. Capell in
Little Rock, Arkansas. {Much and special credit is due for one brother already
mentioned and that is, Charles Rogers, this writer's Church Epistles' instructor,
who required, influenced, and/or otherwise motivated this writer to write
commentaries.} | thank the Lord-God of Heaven for being able to be under each
of these pastors, preachers, and instructors.

May God bless the memory of those on this list who have been promoted to
be with the Lord Jesus Christ and may He bless the continued ministry of those

still alive, serving Him, and awaiting the return of our Lord Jesus Christ.
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There have been many others who have been a big help to this writer along
the way and especially in the writing of this dissertation. First of all, this writer
would like to express thanks to Pat, his beloved and faithful wife, of over 56 years.
She has helped this writer in many ways. During the process of writing this paper
she has proofread many pages and helped in other ways.
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W. Pierce of Rapid City, SD; Brother Jim Brasseal of Lakewood, CO; and the
late Brother Chuck Hanes of Belle Fourche, SD. Each of these brethren have
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pastor/missionary. At one time, he was a seminary instructor in the ABA school in
Central Florida from which he received a doctorate. Brother Brasseal is also a long
time Missionary Baptist pastor/missionary. He was at one time Vice- President of
Gulf Coast Baptist Institute from which he received a doctorate. Brother Brasseal
has read this thesis and had made many helpful suggestions and etc. The late
Brother Charles F. Hanes was a Missionary Baptist pastor/missionary for many
years. He was saved at Calvary Missionsary Baptist Church of Gillette, Wyoming,
in the 1970's. He attended and received a Bachlor of Theology degree in 1987

from the Missionary Baptist Seminary in Little Rock, Arkansas.

EXPLANATIONS ABOUT BIBLE QUOTATIONS:

All Bible quotations are from the King James Version unless otherwise
noted by abbreviations of the versions such as: NASB, the New American
Standard Bible; NIV, the New International Version; AMP. BIBLE, the Amplified
Bible. Quotations from other translations will be formally acknowledged in the
sentence end parentheses and Bibliography.

DISCLAIMER

Use of other versions of the Bible other than the King James Version does
not mean approval of the entire version by this writer. But rather it means that the
translation of a particular verse was examined by the writer and found to be true to
the Greek text(s) and versions available to him (to the best of his understanding

and knowledge).

Joseph L. Looney II
Gillette, Wyoming
May, 2012; September, 2013; November 2013, April, 2014
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FAITHFULNESS
(Mark Chapter 10:1-52)

---CHAPTER 16---

Faithfulness in Marriage — Little Children Blessed
(Mark Chapter 10:1-16)

OUTLINE
XVI. Faithfulness in Marriage -- Little Children Blessed 10:1-16
A. The Final Departure from Galilee to Go into Judaea 10:1

(Matthew 19:1,2)
1. Beginning the journey from Galilee unto Perea 10:1a
2. Multitudes following being healed and taught by Jesus 10:1b
B. Jesus Answering a Question and Teaching about Divorce 10:2-12
(Matthew 19:3-12; Luke 16:18)
1. Old enemies posing an insincere question to tempt Jesus, 10:2
2. Turning the tables on the Pharisees in asking a question 10:3-5
3. Jesus answering from the Scriptures and an injunction 10:6-9
4. A plainspoken private answer about divorce and remarriage 10:10-12
5. Scriptural reasons when God allows remarriage Matthew 19:9
(1 Corinthians 7:10-16)
C. Jesus Blessing the Little Children 10:13-16
(Matthew 19:13-15; Luke 18:15-17)
1. Bringing little children unto Jesus to be blessed, 10:13,16¢
2. Jesus desiring little children to come unto Him, 10:13,14
3. Receiving the kingdom as a little child, 10:14b,15
4. Jesus demonstrating His love for little children, 10:16
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THE SERVANT: TEACHING ABOUT RICHES, FAITH, AND

FAITHFULNESS
(Mark Chapter 10:1-52)

---CHAPTER 16---

Faithfulness in Marriage — Little Children Blessed
(Mark Chapter 10:1-16)

Before commenting on chapter ten of Mark, certain things need to be noted in
order to have a better understanding of the life and ministry of Jesus. First, it should
be understood that much took place between Mark 9:50 and Mark 10:1. This is seen
from the "harmonized sequential listings from the other Gospel records" as listed in
the previous chapter of this dissertation. From a study of the other gospel records of
John (chapters 7:11 through 11:54) and Luke (chapters 10:1 through 18:14) one can
see and understand that there is a chronological gap in the gospel record of Mark.

This is by no means to say that there is anything wrong with the gospel record
of Mark. No doubt, John Mark recorded the events just as God instructed him. As the
apostle Paul writes in 2 Timothy 3:16, "All scripture is given by inspiration of God,
and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in

righteousness." Therefore, to better understand the life and ministry of Jesus Christ,
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the Ideal Servant of God, one needs to take note that John and Luke recorded many
things that Mark did not. Apparently, two periods in the life and ministry of Jesus
took place between the last verse of Mark chapter 9 and first verse of Mark chapter
10. These two periods are recorded by Luke and John. They are called "the Later
Judean Ministry" and "the Later Perean Ministry" as noted in the "harmonized
sequential listings." Mark chapter 10:1-52 and Luke chapter 19:1-28 record the events
of the earthly life and ministry of Jesus concerning His final journey to Jerusalem.

This chapter of Mark emphasizes faithfulness and commitment in marriage,
loving little children, faith in God, teaching about riches, forsaking all and serving in
faithfulness to God and the rewards involved. Jesus also teaches that true greatness is
about serving Him and others. The healing of the blind man manifests the compassion
Jesus, the Servant, has for those who call upon Him in faith. Yet, His main purpose
was and is to heal the spiritually blind who call upon Him in faith.

Mark chapter 10 may be divided into eight parts including one in Luke: one, the
final departure from Galilee, 10:1; two, teaching concerning divorce and marriage,
10:2-12; three, blessing little children, 10:13-16; four, the rich young ruler, the perils
of riches, and the rewards of forsaking all, 10:17-31; five, the third prediction about
the cross, 10:32-34; six, the request of James and John and the renewed teachings on
true greatness, 10:35-45; seven, healing blind Bartimaeus, 10:46-52; and eight,
passing through Jericho and going to Jerusalem, Luke 19:1-28.

One purpose of this part of the Gospel of Mark is to provide for Jesus to move
from Galilee (where most of His ministry took place) to Jerusalem. This is not the
first time Jesus had traveled to Jerusalem. There is about a six to seven months time
period between Mark 9:50 and 10:1. This time was spent by Jesus in Judea and Perea.

During the Judean and Perean ministry, Jesus had been in and out of Jerusalem and

360



JESUS, MY SERVANT THE BRANCH- COMMENTS ON MARK - Division 7 - Chapter 16
Faithfulness in Marriage — Little Children Blessed -- (Mark 10:1-16) 361

back to Galilee, but this would be His final trip to the Holy City. His death, burial,
and resurrection would take place at the end of this journey. This first sub-division of
Mark 10 may be divided as follows: one, the final departure from Galilee to go into
Judaea, 10:1; Matthew 19:1,2; two, Jesus answering a question and teaching about
divorce, 10:2-12; Matthew 19:3-12; Luke 16:18; and three, Jesus blessing the little

children, 10:13-16; Matthew 19:13-15; Luke 18:15-17.

A. The Final Departure from Galilee to Go into Judaea 10:1
(Matthew 19:1,2)

According to Mark 9:33 the last place mentioned as to the location of Jesus was
Capernaum of Galilee. While Mark 10:1 does not mention from where Jesus arose,
Matthew 19:1 states that "he departed from Galilee. . . ." Verse 1 of Mark 10 may be
divided as follows: one, beginning the journey from Galilee unto Perea going towards
Judaea, 10:1a; Matthew 19:1; and two, multitudes following being healed and taught
by Jesus, 10:1b; Matthew 19:2.

Beginning the journey from Galilee unto Perea going towards Judaea
(10:1a; Matthew 19:1) The first part of Mark 10 verse 1 states, "And he arose from

thence, and cometh into the coasts of Judaea by the farther side of Jordan. . .." On the
other hand, Matthew 19:1 records, "And it came to pass, that when Jesus had finished
these sayings, he departed from Galilee, and came into the coasts of Judaea beyond
Jordan." Hence, while the account in Mark 10:1 does not clearly state the location of
Jesus before He started traveling, Matthew states plainly that Jesus went from Galilee
"and came into the coasts of Judaea beyond Jordan." The country "beyond Jordan"
east of Judaea and the Jordan River is called Peraea (Robertson, Harmony 141;
Pfeiffer 192). As one examines Mark 10:46-52, along with Mark 11:1 and Luke

19:1,28 itis clear that the events of Mark chapter 10 took place as Jesus was on His
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way to Jerusalem. The narratives in Matthew, Mark, and Luke from this point until
His death, burial, and resurrection will follow one another fairly closely. Jesus has
now "set His face" toward the accomplishment of His divine mission: to die for sinful
man. Luke 9:51 records, "And it came to pass, when the time was come that he
should be received up, he stedfastly set his face to go to Jerusalem"

Multitudes following being healed and taught by Jesus (10:1b; Matthew

19:2) The last part of verse 1 of Mark 10 relates "and the people resort unto him
again; and, as he was wont, he taught them again." Matthew 19:2 records "And great
multitudes followed him; and he healed them there." Thus, once again great
multitudes crowd around Jesus and as was His custom He teaches them. As
mentioned previously, teaching was an important part of His ministry and so it should
be of His ministers today. That Jesus healed people authenticated that He was who he

said He was, the Son of God sent from God in heaven.

B. Jesus Answering a Question and Teaching about Divorce 10:2-12
(Matthew 19:3-12; Luke 16:18)

In this passage of Mark along with Matthew 5:31,32; 19:3-12; and Luke 16:18
Jesus reveals the Scriptural teaching concerning holy marriage between a man and a
woman and also gives the only Scriptural reason(s) for divorce. Jesus brings in the
Old Testament passages of Genesis 1:27; 2:21-25 and Deuteronomy 24:1-4. Another
passage that must be considered is 1 Corinthians 7:10-16. All of these together
explain the truth about ideal marriage, and the question of divorce and yet the
forgiveness of God. This section of chapter 10 about Jesus answering a question and
teaching about divorce may be sub-divided as follows: one, old enemies posing an
insincere question to tempt Jesus, 10:2; Matthew 19:3; two, turning the tables on the

Pharisees in asking a question of His own; 10:3-5; Matthew 19:7,8; three, Jesus
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answering from the Scriptures and an injunction, 10:6-9; Matthew 19:4-6; four, a
plainspoken private answer about divorce and remarriage; 10:10-12; Matthew
19:9-12; Luke 16:18; and five, reasons when God allows divorce and remarriage,
Matthew 19:9; 1 Corinthians 7:10-16.

Old enemies posing an insincere question to tempt Jesus (10:2; Matthew

19:3) Verse 2 relates that the Pharisees came to Jesus and asked Him a question
"tempting him." The word "tempting" is from the Greek present active participle
form of e Lpo'LC W (peirazo) and is the same word as used in 1:13 of the temptation of
Jesus by the Devil. (This is the same participle as used in Mark 8:11. See page 278 of

Division II.) Part of the meaning is to "put to the test" (Bushell, Bible Works for

Windows, Version 2.3c ). One shade of meaning that Thayer gives is "in a bad sense,

to test one maliciously, craftily. . ." (Thayer 498). "Tempting," being from a Greek
present active participle, implies that they kept on tempting Him.

These old enemies of Christ posed an insincere question trying to tempt Him,
"Is it lawful for a man to put away his wife?" They wanted to catch Jesus off guard
on "a subject on which they themselves had no agreement" (Wessel 710). This was
while Jesus was in Perea, the territory ruled by Herod Antipas, the one of whom John
the Baptist had denounced concerning his marriage to Herodias. (Pfeiffer 194; refer to
pages 209, 210 of this dissertation). Perchance the Pharisees hoped the statements of
Jesus on the subject of marriage and divorce would cause Him to suffer the same fate
as John (Mark 6:14-28) (Robertson, Word Pictures 348; Wessel 710; and others). Part
of the problem was that many of the Jews would put away a wife without giving a bill
of divorcement and for any whimsical, irrational reason. In fact this question as
recorded in Matthew 19:3 adds the words "for every cause." Commenting on this as

given in Matthew, Robertson writes:
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This clause is an allusion to the dispute between two theological schools over
the meaning of Deut. 24:1. The school of Shammai took the strict and
unpopular view of divorce for unchastity alone while the school of Hillel took
the liberal and popular view of any easy divorce for any passing whim if the
husband saw a prettier woman . . . or burnt his biscuits for breakfast (Word
Pictures 153).

To those of the East "marriage was not a contract between equals; a woman did not
marry, but was given in marriage" (Johnson gtd. in Wessel 711). (Even today the
Arab men can divorce his wife, but she cannot divorce him).

Turning the tables on the Pharisees in asking a question of His own
(10:3-5; Matthew 19:7.8) According to verse 3, Jesus turned the tables on these

Jewish leaders and answered them by asking a question of His own. He asked them,
"What did Moses command you?" He was saying to them, you claim Moses as your
authority, so what did he say? These religious leaders quoted, in summary, part of
Deuteronomy 24:1-4 by saying in verse 4, "Moses suffered to write a bill of
divorcement, and to put her away." It would seem that the Pharisees did not accurately
quote Deuteronomy 24:1 which states, "When a man hath taken a wife, and married
her, and it come to pass that she find no favour in his eyes, because he hath found
some uncleanness in her: then let him write her a bill of divorcement, and give if in
her hand, and send her out of his house." The word "uncleanness" is from the Hebrew
noun 7Y (ervah) which means ". . .nudity, shame, pudenda (implying shameful
exposure), nakedness of a thing, indecency, improper behaviour, exposed" (Strong's

6172; Bushell, Bible Works for Windows. Version 2.3c). This word "uncleanness" is

translated "indecency" in The Amplified Bible. Thus the idea that a man could
divorce his wife for any reason would not line up with what Moses actually
commanded. The meaning of the word "uncleanness" would negate the idea that
Deuteronomy 24:1 would allow "for every cause," but rather only in the case of

unchastity alone or sexual impurity.
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In Mark 10:5 "Jesus answered and said unto them, For the hardness of your
heart he wrote you this precept." The expression "the hardness of your heart" is from
the Greek noun okAmpokapdle (sklerokardia). This word means "stubbornness (of

persons hard to teach)" (Bushell, Bible Works for Windows. Version 2.3c) and/or

"hard-heartedness, i.e. (spec.) destitution of (spiritual) perception" (Strong's 4641).
"Jesus did not question the law" (Wessel 711); but He explains that the reason Moses
had written this was because of the hardness or stubbornness of their hearts, "to
accommodate human weakness" (Wessel 711). Moses wrote this in order "to bring
some order to a society who disregarded" the standards of God (Wessel 711). It is not
according to the absolute will of God but according to His permissive will. This
implies (as Jesus brings out in the next verses) that the absolute will of God is that
marriage between a man and a woman is to be a lifelong union.

Jesus answering from the Scriptures and an injunction (10:6-9; Matthew

19:4-6.8) Jesus continues His answer in verses 6-9. Jesus said in Mark 10:6, "But
from the beginning of the creation God made them male and female." This is a
reference back to Genesis 1:27, "So God created man in his own image, in the image
of God created he him; male and female created he them."1 From Genesis 1 and 2
Jesus reminds the Pharisees what God had instructed and inspired Moses to write
from the beginning after the creation of the woman. Thus Jesus is stating to them that
the original intent of God was and still is that marriage be between one man and one
woman, period. This truth is brought out very clearly when Jesus declares in Matthew
19:8 "Moses because of the hardness of your hearts suffered you to put away your
wives: but from the beginning it was not so."

Jesus quoted and explained Genesis 2:24 in verses 7,8 "For this cause shall a

man leave his father and mother, and cleave to his wife; And they twain shall be one
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flesh: so then they are no more twain (or two), but one flesh (or one')."1 Thus Jesus
explains two things giving a two-fold injunction; one, marriage takes precedence over
ties to father and mother; and two, God intended and designed that marriage be a
continuing, confirmed for life union. The married couple is to be so entrenched and
settled that they realize and live so that "they are no more twain, but one flesh." Jesus
added the decisive clincher when He gives the command of verse 9, "What therefore
God hath joined together, let not man put asunder." This injunction reveals that the
authority of God is "behind the concept of the indissolubility of marriage" (Wessel
711). "Divorce is contrary to the divine institution and its very "nature" (Murray gtd.
in Wessel 711). It is a dividing by man what God has joined together. Jesus said let
not man put asunder what God has joined together as one. Henceforth, most preachers
in the marriage ceremony will say as a response to the vows taken by the man and

wife, something like this, "then are ye each given to the other for richer or poorer, for

. . 2
better or worse, in sickness or in health, till God by death shall part you."

A plainspoken private answer about divorce and remarriage (10:10-12;
Matthew 19:9-12; Luke 16:18) In verse 10 Mark records that while in private the

Twelve asked Jesus to explain this teaching to them. Jesus gives them a
straight-forward, plainspoken answer in verses 11, 12: divorce and remarriage by
husband or wife is adultery. Verse 11 addresses the case of the husband putting away
or divorcing his wife; whereas, verse 12 addresses the case of the wife putting way or
divorcing her husband. In either case, the one who puts the other away and marries
another, commits adultery. Robertson states, "Mere formal divorce does not annul
actual marriage consummated by the physical union. Breaking that bond does annul
it" (Word Pictures 349). (In Matthew 19:9 and Matthew 5:32 Jesus gives and makes

an exception to this and this will be discussed in the next section.) Verse 12 shows
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that "Jesus recognized the right of a woman to divorce her husband" according to
Deuteronomy 24:1-4, "a right not recognized in Judaism" (Wessel 712). Wessel
makes a significant statement when he writes, "Jesus, by putting the husband under
the same moral obligation as the wife, raised the status and dignity of women" (712).
Reasons when God allows divorce and remarriage (Matthew 19:9; 1
Corinthians 7:10-16) While Mark does not include any Scriptural reason when God
allows divorce and remarriage, the parallel passage in Matthew does. In Mark
10:11-12 Jesus answers the question of His disciples by saying, "Whosoever shall put
away his wife, and marry another, committeth adultery against her. /2 And if a
woman shall put away her husband, and be married to another, she committeth
adultery." But Matthew 19:9 records the words of Jesus as follows, Matthew 19:9
"Whosoever shall put away his wife, except it be for fornication, and shall marry
another, committeth adultery: and whoso marrieth her which is put away doth commit

adultery." The "except" is from the Greek words Le U1 (ei me) (The New Testament,

The Greek Text 38). This combination Greek conjunction is translated "but, save,

except, if not, and means "if not, unless, except" (Thayer 171, 408). In Matthew 5:32
Jesus said "But I say unto you, That whosoever shall put away his wife, saving for the
cause of fornication, causeth her to commit adultery: and whosoever shall marry her
that is divorced committeth adultery." The word "saving" is from the Greek word
ToPeKTOG (parektos). This word is used and translated three times: once "saving,"
once "except," once "be without." It means "except, with the exception of (a thing),
besides" (Thayer 487). In these two passages in Matthew, the additional phrases of
"except it be for fornication" and/or "saving for the cause of fornication," seem to
make an exception that if a partner in the marriage relationship commits fornication

or in other words sexual impurity then the non-guilty partner is allowed to divorce
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and remarry without being guilty of committing adultery. This seems to be in line
with what is taught in Deuteronomy 24:1.

The only other scriptural reason when God allows divorce and remarriage is
found in the first letter that the apostle Paul wrote to the church in Corinth. This is
found in 1 Corinthians 7:10-16. Paul is giving instructions to believers who are

married to unbelievers. He writes:

And unto the married I command, yet not I, but the Lord, Let not the wife depart
from her husband: 7/ But and if she depart, let her remain unmarried, or be
reconciled to her husband: and let not the husband put away his wife. /2 But to
the rest speak I, not the Lord: If any brother hath a wife that believeth not, and
she be pleased to dwell with him, let him not put her away. /3 And the woman
which hath an husband that believeth not, and if he be pleased to dwell with her,
let her not leave him. /4 For the unbelieving husband is sanctified by the wife,
and the unbelieving wife is sanctified by the husband: else were your children
unclean; but now are they holy. /5 But if the unbelieving depart, let him depart.
A brother or a sister is not under bondage in such cases: but God hath called us
to peace. 16 For what knowest thou, O wife, whether thou shalt save thy
husband? or how knowest thou, O man, whether thou shalt save thy wife? ( 1
Corinthians 7:10-16).

In general, he is commanding according to the Lord that the believer married to an
unbeliever is, if at all possible, to remain married. However, verse 15 states, "But if
the unbelieving depart, let him depart. A brother or a sister is not under bondage in
such cases: but God hath called us to peace." Since verse 15 states that, "A brother or
a sister is not under bondage in such cases;" it would seem that divorce and
remarriage is allowed in the case of desertion. Such desertion is conscious
abandonment of duty. This is really in a real sense reverts back to the first allowed
reason as given in Matthew 5:32; 19:9. So what are the scriptural reasons when God
allows divorce and remarriage? The Bible only recognizes two: one, sexual impurity
(adultery and/or fornication) according to Matthew 5:32; 19:9; and two, desertion by
the unbelieving mate according to 1 Corinthians 7:10-15. Let this writer emphasize

that the Bible teaches even in these cases everything should be done to forgive and be
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reconciled if at all possible with the help of the grace and mercy of God. Why? The

ideal is still one man and one woman "till God by death shall part you."

C. Jesus Blessing the Little Children 10:13-16
(Matthew 19:13-15; Luke 18:15-17)

This passage tells of the relationship between Christ and little children. It is

significant that it comes after the discussion on divorce since divorce affects not only
the man and wife but children also. Robertson records, "This incident follows with
singular fitness after the Lord's assertion of the sanctity of married life" (Swete gtd. in
Word Pictures 350). This subdivision may be broken into the following segments:
one, bringing little children unto Jesus to be blessed, 10:13,16¢c; Matthew 19:13; Luke
18:15; two, Jesus desiring little children to come unto Him, 10:13,14; Matthew
19:13,14; Luke 18:15,16; three, receiving the kingdom as a little child, 10:14b,15;
Matthew 19:14b; Luke 18:16b,17; and four, Jesus demonstrating His love for little
children, 10:16; Matthew 19:15. Beginning with this passage Robertson notes that,
"From this point Matthew, Mark, and Luke will be parallel more frequently than they

were even during the great ministry in Galilee" (Harmony 143).

Bringing little children unto Jesus to be blessed (10:13,16¢c; Matthew 19:13;
Luke 18:15) Jesus loves children and here it is recorded that He blessed them. The

first part of verse 13 says "they brought young children to Him, that He should touch
them. . . ." The last part of verse 16 says he "blessed them." Matthew 19:13 implies
that they brought them to Jesus so He would "pray" for them. The "they" probably
refers to the parents and older brothers and sisters. Wessel declares that "Among
Jews, as among other peoples, it was customary to bring children to great men to have
them blessed (cf. Gen 48:13-20)" (713). The ages of these children are not given.
Mark uses the term "young children" while Matthew uses "little children" and both
are from the Greek noun TeLdLov (paidion). This word means "a young child. . .

infants. . . of a more advanced child; of a mature child" (Thayer 473). Luke uses the
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term "infants" from the noun Bpédoc (brephos) which means "an unborn child. . . a
new-born child, an infant, a babe" (Thayer 105). Robertson suggest that "these

children were of various ages" (Word Pictures 350).

Jesus desiring little children to come unto Him (10:13,14; Matthew
19:13,14; Luke 18:15,16) The last part of verse 13 relates that "his disciples rebuked

those that brought them." It is not stated why the disciples rebuked them for doing
this. Maybe "they wanted to protect" the privacy of Jesus "from needless
interruptions” (Wessel 713). But they found out that they were wrong to do so. This
shows that Jesus has time for any and everyone that is brought to Him or that comes
to Him. Verse 14 reveals "when Jesus saw if, he was much displeased" with the
actions of His disciples. Only Mark records that Jesus was "much displeased." "Much
displeased comes from the verb ayoVakTéw (aganakteo). It means "to feel pain,
grieve . . . to be indignant, moved with indignation, be very displeased" (Thayer 3). It
is translated "have indignation, be much displeased, with indignation, be sore
displeased." The reason Jesus "was much displeased" was because the disciples were
implying that children were insignificant and lacked importance. This pained and
grieved Jesus very much.

After seeing this Jesus "said unto them, Suffer the little children to come unto
me, and forbid them not: for of such is the kingdom of God" (Mark 10:14). The word
"suffer" is from the aorist imperative of &dpinuL (aphiemi). This verb has several
shades of meaning, but in this context it means "to permit, allow, not to hinder"
(Thayer 88,89). Being in the imperative mood it would amount to a command. Jesus
was saying to His disciples, "Allow, do not hinder, the little children to come unto
me, and forbid them not. . . ." In that He added "forbid them not," which is from

another imperative verb, He was double emphasizing that the children be allowed to
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come to Him. This shows His desire at that time and for all time. It is a pity that
parents do not bring their children to Jesus today both by teaching them at home about
the Lord and His Word and by bringing them up in faithful church attendance and by
faithfully living for Jesus each and every day. At a time previous to this the Bible says
in Mark 9:36.37 "And he took a child, and set him in the midst of them: and when he
had taken him in his arms, he said unto them, 37 Whosoever shall receive one of such
children in my name, receiveth me: and whosoever shall receive me, receiveth not me,
but him that sent me." This relates to the next passage.

Receiving the kingdom as a little child (10:14b.15; Matthew 19:14b; Luke

18:16b,17) Referring to the little children and receiving them Jesus declares in the
last part Mark 10:14 "for of such is the kingdom of God." This gives the reason Jesus
wanted the children to be brought unto Him. Jesus expands on this in verse 15 when
He says, "Verily I say unto you, Whosoever shall not receive the kingdom of God as a
little child, he shall not enter therein." Robertson states, "Jesus here presents the little
child with trusting and simple and loving obedience as the model for adults in coming

into the kingdom" (Word Pictures 350). What is Jesus saying? What is involved?

Children are taught to be obedient, trusting, and humble. These traits in a little child
are what is needed for one to come into the kingdom of God. Self-will is just the
opposite. Humility is the willingness to let the will of God be done in our lives no
matter the circumstances, trusting God for all things. "The kingdom is both a gift to
be received and a realm to enter" (Wessel 713). To receive or to enter the kingdom
one must come like a child with repentance toward God and trusting completely in the
Savior, Jesus Christ. Jesus said in John 3:3 (KJV) "Verily, verily, I say unto thee,

Except a man be born again, he cannot see the kingdom of God."
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esus demonstrating His love for little children (10:16; Matthew 19:15

This passage also relates to Mark 9:36,37 and Matthew 18:1-5. Mark 10:16 reports,
"And he took them up in his arms, put his hands upon them, and blessed them." This
demonstrates the love Jesus had for little children. It also manifests the love of God
toward those who receive the kingdom of God as a little child, with humility and
trust. But let it be remembered that being humble does not merit the kingdom for
anyone, for none deserve it. In these verses Jesus is not saying nor implying "that
children are in the kingdom of God because they are children" (Robertson, Word
Pictures 350). However, this is the spirit in which one must be in order to receive this
gift of God. It is well to remember what Jesus said in Mark 9:37 "Whosoever shall
receive one of such children in my name, receiveth me: and whosoever shall receive

me, receiveth not me, but him that sent me."

Summary of Chapter

The "harmonized sequential listings" from John 7:11—11:54 and Luke
10:1—18:14 prove that much took place between Mark 9:50 and Mark 10:1. In this
time gap, two periods in the life and ministry of Jesus took place: "the Later Judean
Ministry" and "the Later Perean Ministry." Mark 10:1-52 and Luke 19:1-28 record
the events of His earthly life and ministry concerning His final journey to Jerusalem.

As Jesus journeyed from Galilee unto Perea going towards Judaea, He "set His
face" toward the accomplishment of His divine mission: to die for sinful man. As He
traveled the people resorted unto Him, and he taught and healed them. That Jesus
healed people, manifested His compassion and authenticated that He is the Son of
God sent from God in heaven.

The Pharisees asked Jesus a question "tempting him." They challenged Him
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with the question, "Is it lawful for a man to put away his wife?" They wanted to catch
Jesus off guard. Part of the problem was that many of the Jews would put away a
wife without giving a bill of divorcement and for any arbitrary reason. This question
as recorded in Matthew 19:3 adds the words "for every cause."

Jesus answered them by asking a question of His own. "What did Moses
command you?" They answered, "Moses suffered to write a bill of divorcement, and
to put her away," a reference to Deuteronomy 24:1-4. Jesus explains that Moses had
written this because of the hardness of their hearts and because of the sinfulness and
weakness of human beings. Jesus answers, "But from the beginning of the creation
God made them male and female." From Genesis, Jesus reminds the Pharisees that
God inspired Moses to write that the original intent of God was and still is that
marriage is to be between one man and one woman and be a lifelong union.

Jesus explains, "For this cause shall a man leave his father and mother, and
cleave to his wife; And they twain shall be one flesh: so then they are no more twain,
but one flesh." God designed marriage to be a continuing, confirmed-for-life union.
Jesus declares, "What therefore God hath joined together, let not man put asunder."

In private the Twelve asked Jesus to clarify His teaching about divorce and
remarriage. Jesus answers that divorce and remarriage by husband or wife is adultery.
The one who puts the other away and marries another commits adultery.

While Mark does not include any scriptural reason when God allows divorce
and remarriage, Matthew does. Matthew 19:9 records Jesus as stating, "Whosoever
shall put away his wife, except it be for fornication, and shall marry another,
committeth adultery: and whoso marrieth her which is put away doth commit
adultery." This is a reiteration of Matthew 5:32. In these two passages the additional

phrases of "except it be for fornication" and/or "saving for the cause of fornication,"
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seem to make an exception that if a partner in the marriage relationship commits
sexual impurity, then the non-guilty partner is allowed to divorce and remarry without
being guilty of committing adultery.

The apostle Paul in 1 Corinthians 7:15 states (speaking of marriage between a
believer and unbeliever), "But if the unbelieving depart, let him depart. A brother or a
sister is not under bondage in such cases: but God hath called us to peace." Since
verse 15 states that, "A brother or a sister is not under bondage in such cases;" it
would seem that divorce and remarriage is allowed in the case of desertion. Such
desertion is conscious abandonment of duty and in a real sense reverts back to the first
allowed reason as given in Matthew 5:32; 19:9. So the Bible only recognizes two
scriptural reasons when God allows divorce and remarriage: one, sexual impurity, and
two, desertion by the unbelieving mate. Nonetheless, the ideal is still one man and
one woman "till God by death shall part you."

Mark 10:13-16 tells of the relationship between Christ and little children. As
people brought little children to Jesus, he held them in his arms and blessed them.
This reveals the love that Jesus has for children and for all people. However, "His
disciples rebuked those that brought them.. . . When Jesus saw it, he was much
displeased" because this implied that children were insignificant and lacked
importance. Jesus said, "Suffer the little children to come unto me, and forbid them
not: for of such is the kingdom of God." This shows His desire at that time and for all
time. Parents should bring their children to Jesus.

Jesus uses this incident as an object lesson to show what it takes to receive the
kingdom of God. He declares about the little children "for of such is the kingdom of
God." He proclaims, "Verily I say unto you, Whosoever shall not receive the kingdom

of God as a little child, he shall not enter therein." Little children are curious, simple,
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humble, believing and trusting. These traits in a little child show what is required for
one to come into the kingdom of God. To enter the kingdom one must come like a
child trusting completely in the Savior.

When Jesus took the children "up in his arms, put his hands upon them, and
blessed them," He demonstrates the love He has for them. It also manifests the love of
God toward those who receive the kingdom of God as a little child, with humility and
trust. This shows that Jesus has time for any and everyone that is brought to Him or

that comes to Him.

Chapter Notes

1. (See pages 365, 366; Mark 10:6-8) In quoting Genesis, Jesus the Christ, puts His
stamp of approval upon it and also upon the fact that Adam and Eve were created by
God and that they were the first man and the first woman.

2. (See page 366; Mark 10:9) This minister's response was passed on to this writer by
his Baptist pastor (the late Brother Gerald S. Smith) in Kentucky in the 1960's. Of
course, something like this declaration is found in most handbooks written for
ministers.
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---DIVISION SEVEN---
THE SERVANT TEACHES ABOUT RICHES, FAITH, AND

FAITHFULNESS
(Mark Chapter 10:1-52)

---CHAPTER 17---

Faithfulness in Leaving All and Following Jesus
(Mark Chapter 10:17-52)

OUTLINE

XVII. Faithfulness in Leaving all and Following Jesus 10:17-52
A. The Rich Young Ruler, Peril of Riches, Rewards of Forsaking All 10:17-31
(Matthew 19:16-30; Luke 18:18-30)
1. Jesus and the rich young ruler 10:17-22
2. The difficulty of a rich man entering the kingdom of God 10:23-27
3. Forsaking all to follow Jesus and the rewards 10:28-31
B. The Third Prediction Concerning His Cross 10:32-34
(Matthew 20:17-19; Luke 18:31-34)
1. The amazement and fearfulness while continuing to Jerusalem 10:32a;
(Matthew 20:17a, Luke 18:31)
2. Jesus taking the Twelve aside privately 10:32b
(Matthew 20:17b; Luke 18:31a)
3. Prophesying about His death, burial, resurrection 10:33,34
(Matthew 19:18,19; Luke 18:32-34)
C. James and John requesting the best seats 10:35-45
(Matthew 20:20-28)
1. James and John desiring a certain thing 10:35-37
(Matthew 20:20,21)
2. Jesus answering with a challenge about suffering 10:38-40
(Matthew 20:22,23)
3. The indignation against them 10:41
(Matthew 20:24)
4. Another lesson in true greatness 10:42-44
(Matthew 20:25-27)
5. Jesus, the supreme example of true greatness 10:45
(Matthew 20:28)
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THE SERVANT TEACHES ABOUT RICHES, FAITH, AND

FAITHFULNESS
(Mark Chapter 10:1-52)

---CHAPTER 17---

Faithfulness in Leaving All and Following Jesus
(Mark Chapter 10:17-52)

OUTLINE (Continued)

D. Healing Blind Bartimaeus upon Leaving Jericho 10:46-52

(Matthew 20:29-34; Luke 18:35-43)

1. The blind man near Jericho 10:46
(Matthew 20:29,30a; Luke 18:35)

2. The cry, confession, and faith of the blind man 10:47
(Matthew 20:30b; Luke 18:36-38)

3. Trying to stop his cry for mercy 10:48
(Matthew 20:31; Luke 18:39)

4. Jesus hearing him, called for him 10:49,50
(Matthew 20:32a; Luke 18:40a)

5. The actual healing of this blind beggar 10:51,52
(Matthew 20:32b-34; Luke 18:40b-43)
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---DIVISION SEVEN---
THE SERVANT: TEACHING ABOUT RICHES, FAITH, AND

FAITHFULNESS
(Mark Chapter 10:1-52)

---CHAPTER 17---
Faithfulness in Leaving All and Following Jesus

(Mark Chapter 10:17-52)

Since this division is about Jesus, the Servant of God, teaching about riches,
faith, and faithfulness, a word of explanation is needed about faithfulness and
commitment. First of all, it should be emphasized that faithfulness and commitment
go together. To be faithful, one must be committed. Faithfulness requires at least two
things: one, faith in God and His Word; and two, forsaking self and serving God and
others. (Jesus teaches this in Mark 8:34-38 along with 12:29-31.) This will bring true
riches. In the first 12 verses of Mark chapter 10 Jesus taught faithfulness in marriage.
This requires total commitment to the marriage, just as faithfulness requires total
commitment to God and serving Him in the cause of Christ.

Jesus also teaches that riches will not get one to heaven. In other words, just
because a person is rich in worldly goods does not mean they are saved (1 Peter
1:18-19). In fact, Jesus taught that in Matthew 19:23 "Verily I say unto you, That a

rich man shall hardly enter into the kingdom of heaven." Jesus further explained this
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in Mark 10:25 when He said, "It is easier for a camel to go through the eye of a
needle, than for a rich man to enter into the kingdom of God." Everyone, rich, poor, or
in-between must exercise faith in Jesus Christ in order to be saved, to have eternal
life. After one is saved by grace through faith, to follow Jesus one must exercise faith
to forsake all and follow after Him. This portion of Mark 10 may be subdivided into
the following parts: one, the rich young ruler, perils of riches, rewards of forsaking
all, 10:17-31; Matthew 19:16-30; Luke 18:18-30; two, the third prediction concerning
His Cross, 10:32-34; Matthew 20:17-19; Luke 18:31-34; three, James and John
requesting the best seats and Jesus correcting them, 10:35-45; Matthew 20:20-28; and
four, healing blind Bartimaeus upon leaving Jericho, 10:46-52; Matthew 20:29-34;

Luke 18:35-43.

A. The Rich Young Ruler, Peril of Riches, Rewards of Forsaking All 10:17-31
(Matthew 19:16-30; Luke 18:18-30)

As Jesus continues His travels with His face set toward Jerusalem and the
sacrifice that He will make for the sins of the world for all people for all time, He
encounters a young man who is rich. The young man asks Jesus a very important
question, "What shall I do that I may inherit eternal life?" This question will bring
about the teachings of Jesus on salvation, the perils of riches and the rewards of
forsaking all to follow Him. Further, it is related to the third prediction of the cross,
the discussion about true greatness, and the compassion of Jesus upon the blind man.
This sub-section of Mark may be subdivided thusly: one, Jesus and the rich young
ruler, 10:17-22; Two, the difficulty of a rich man entering the kingdom of God,
10:23-27; and three, forsaking all to follow Jesus and the rewards, 10:28-31.

All of these are interrelated by the common theme of riches and the kingdom of

God. In context, these are very significant, for they follow the teaching of Jesus
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about the importance of child-likeness which is a lesson in humility and of the
recognition of human weakness and of the necessity of dependence on Jesus for
entrance into the kingdom. Also they precede the third prediction of Jesus about His
cross and resurrection. The impossibility of riches as a means to gain the kingdom
according to verses 24-27 refers back to the teaching about children. On the other
hand, the call to commitment of verses 29-31 looks forward to the prediction of the
cross in verses 33-34. Jesus was committed to the purpose and will of the Father and
He is the supreme epitome of faithfulness.

Jesus and the rich voung ruler (10:17-22) The record in Mark 10:17 relates,

"And when he was gone forth into the way, there came one running, and kneeled to
him, and asked him, Good Master, what shall I do that I may inherit eternal life?" The
expression "when he was gone forth into the way" refers back to verse 1 and shows
that Jesus was continuing His journey to Jerusalem. The one who was running shows
that he was trying to catch up with Jesus and His caravan. He is identified in Matthew
19:20 as a young man. In Luke 18:18 he is identified as "a certain ruler." [A ruler
"probably of the synagogue" (Clarke 147); Cf. Mark 5:22.] In Luke 18:23 he is called
"very rich." Clarke suggest that he may have been a Pharisee (147,148) which refers
back to Mark 10:2.

The earnestness of this young man is manifested by His running and kneeling
before Jesus. This rich young ruler addressed Jesus by the reverential title of "Good
Master" by which he manifested his high esteem and admiration for Jesus. He asks a
very important and serious question that all would do well to ask, "What must I do
that I may inherit eternal life?" He was thinking that this Teacher would tell him
some Jewish works of righteousness by which he would merit and thus clinch eternal

life. But, in contrast, "Jesus taught that eternal life . . . is a gift to be received" as
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according to verse 15 and many more scriptures (Wessel 715). Please note that in

" "

verses 17-31 the terms about "eternal life," "salvation," and "entrance into the
kingdom" are all used interchangeably (Mark 10:17,23-26,30). This question is
another way of asking what the Philippians jailer asks of Paul and Silas in Acts 16:30,
"Sirs, what must I do to be saved?"

In verse 18 without hesitation Jesus asks him, "Why callest thou me good?"
Jesus was testing his faith. Did this rich young ruler really know what he was saying
since only God is good? Did he really believe Jesus was God? Jesus told this man,
"there is none good but one, that is, God." Concerning this, one has said, "Jesus calls
him to sober reflection. What does the epithet 'good' mean? It belongs to God who is
good; and it should not be used unthinkingly or as a flippant gesture of praise"
(Martin gtd. in Wessel 715). "In other words, Jesus is saying, before you address me
with such a title, you had better think soberly about what the implications are, and
especially what they are for you" (Wessel 715).

Jesus continued His reply in verse 19 by asking this rich young man if he had
kept the second portion of the Ten Commandments. "Thou knowest the
commandments, Do not commit adultery, Do not kill, Do not steal, Do not bear false
witness, Defraud not, Honour thy father and mother." All of these were first given by
God to Moses in Exodus 20:12-17. These commandments all have to do with the
relationship of man to man. Verse 18 involves the keeping of the first portion which
has to do with the relationship of man with God. The command "Defraud not" is a
restatement of the command, "Thou shalt not covet" from Exodus 20:17, since fraud
is a manifestation of coveting. (It is significant that Jesus would name "Do not
commit adultery" first, since just before this, He had answered the question of the

Pharisees about divorce and marriage. This reemphasizes that God expects people to
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be faithful in the marriage relationship.) Why did Jesus ask him this? Because the
Jews believed, based on Deuteronomy 30:11-16, "that the man who kept the law
would live" (Wessel 715) (See also Romans 10:4-8; Ephesians 4:7-10). But one
should remember what the Bible says in James 2:10, "For whosoever shall keep the
whole law, and yet offend in one point, he is guilty of all." Jesus wanted this man to
understand this.

In verse 20 the rich young man answers that he had observed these commands
from his youth. Wessel reports, "This probably refers to the age of thirteen, when
every Jewish boy became bar miswah ("son of the commandment"; cf. Luke 2:42)"
(715). The Apostle Paul thought like this young man before he was converted as per
Philippians 3:6. Truly and sadly the young man did not understand that keeping the
law required more than outward obedience. It requires inner obedience, which no man
is able to do of himself (James 2:10; Romans 3:10-20; 10:1-4; Galatians 2:15,16;
3:10-13, 21-24). Paul wrote in Romans 3:19-20 "Now we know that what things
soever the law saith, it saith to them who are under the law: that every mouth may be
stopped, and all the world may become guilty before God. 20 Therefore by the deeds
of the law there shall no flesh be justified in his sight: for by the law is the knowledge
of sin."

Matthew 19:20 relates that the young man, after saying that he had observed
these things, asks Jesus, "What lack I yet?" According to Mark 10:21 the very heart of
Jesus was touched by the sincerity of this young man for Jesus responded to him in
love. This verse declares, "Then Jesus beholding him loved him, and said unto him,
One thing thou lackest: go thy way, sell whatsoever thou hast, and give to the poor,
and thou shalt have treasure in heaven: and come, take up the cross, and follow me."

This young man exhibited some very fine qualities. He was humble, honest, and had a
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genuine desire for help. He had good intentions. Jesus observed all of this and
"beholding him loved him. . . ." The verb "loved" from the aorist of &yoTw (agapao)
carries the idea in this context of "a love called out of one's heart by the preciousness
of the object loved" (Wuest 202). Wuest also says, "It is used in the New Testament
of God's love, and the love that God is. The tense is ingressive aorist, speaking of
entrance into a new condition" (202). Dana and Mantey state that, "The aorist
signifies nothing as to completeness, but simply presents the action as attained" (193).
They later write, "The action may be regarded from the viewpoint of its initiation,

which we call the ingressive aorist" (195). Clarke explains it this way,

Not merely beholding, but looking with a fixed and earnest gaze, which the
beholders did not forget. This exquisite touch of remembrance is peculiar to
Mark. The gaze revealed a genuine love, of which the young man must have
been aware, and which made itself manifest also to the disciples. ... Itis
enough to say that the heart of Jesus lovingly yearned over the young man in his
sincere though Pharisaic seeking after good" (149).

Jesus loved in the man what He saw to be good.
Nevertheless, He also saw something the young man lacked. The word "lackest"

is from the present tense of f)ofepé(o (hustereo) meaning "lack, have need of, fall

short of . . . be in want or need . .. fall short of. . . " (Bushell, Bible Works for
Windows, Version 2.3c). Thayer says it means ". . . metaphorically fail to become a
partaker, fall back from . . . be wanting from. . ." (646). Thus this young man came

short of possessing eternal life. The present tense shows that he continued to fall short
of eternal life. Wanting to help him, Jesus prescribed the only remedy, but it was a
shocking remedy, "go thy way, sell whatsoever thou hast, and give to the poor, and
thou shalt have treasure in heaven: and come, take up the cross, and follow me." Jesus
told him to sell all his possessions and give. Give what and why? He was secure and

trusting in his riches, so he must surrender all and put Jesus Christ first.
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This tested the obedience and faith of this rich young ruler, but it was the only way for
him to have "treasure in heaven" or "eternal life."

Further in verse 21 Jesus commanded him to "come, take up the cross, and
follow me." The word "follow" is from ak0AOUVOEW (akoloutheo) and means "to
follow with another, to take the same road that another takes." (Wuest 52, 203).1 But
for this man to do this he must give up all. This is what Jesus is telling him when He
says, "come, take up the cross" (put self to death), since his "position, status, comfort"
and wealth "prevented him from entering into eternal life" (Wessel 716). Mitton
writes, "The only way to 'life' is through the narrow gate of full surrender through that
gate we may take, not what we want, but only what God allows. For this man his
wealth was the hindrance" (Mitton, Gospel of Mark, gtd. in Wessel 716). People need
to understand that they "must not be attached to material things" (Wessel 716). Jesus
was not telling the young man he could merit eternal life by selling all and following
Him, for eternal life is a gift of God; it cannot be earned, only received by faith
(Ephesians 2:8,9). This is why Paul and Silas told the Philippians jailer, 'Believe on
the Lord Jesus Christ, and thou shalt be saved, and thy house" (Acts 16:31).

His wealth was preventing him from having (saving) faith. Verse 22 verifies
this truth. "And he was sad at that saying, and went away grieved: for he had great
possessions." The young man was seeking some advice from the Good Master, but
not such radical measures that would affect his whole life. However, turning to Jesus
in repentance and faith affects the entire life. Only after one repents and receives the
grace of God by faith as it is in Christ Jesus will he want to follow Jesus. This answer
caused the young ruler to be sad and to turn away grieved (see Luke 2:34,35). The
word "sad" is from the Greek aorist active participle 0Tuyvalw (stugnazo). This

word means "to become sad . . . used of the saddening of the face of nature or the
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human face . . . used of a dark stormy night or the somber, gloomy man who broods
over unwelcome thoughts" (Rienecker 116,117). This man was pained, "his hopes
were dashed" (Swete gtd. by Wuest 204). "He . . . went away grieved: for he had great
possessions.” Why? Because "the one thing he wanted was beyond his reach; the price
too great to pay even for eternal life" (Swete gtd. by Wuest 204). He was unwilling to
leave all and follow Jesus. "So the security of wealth kept him out of the kingdom of
God" (Wessel 716). Is this not the peril of riches?

The actions of this man reveal that he had not faith and thus had broken the first
of all commandments to love God with all the heart, mind, and soul (Mark 12:28-30).
Many times the accounts of the salvation of the souls of many of the Bible characters
are not given or recorded. However, what is recorded is the actions of these people.
While their actions did not and does not save them, their actions do show their faith in
God which was like the faith of Abraham and David (Genesis 15:6; Romans 4:1-8).
The actions of born-again, blood-bought believers are important to God and to others
(Ephesians 2:8-10).

The difficulty of a rich man entering the kingdom of God (10:23-27) This

portion of Scripture is the discussion about the difficulty of entering the kingdom of
God by a rich man. It could also be called "the perils of riches." Verse 23 records that
"Jesus looked round about, and saith unto his disciples . . . ." Only Mark records that
Jesus gazed upon the disciples with this deliberate look. Clarke writes, "Now again
the deliberate look of Jesus round the whole circle of his disciples, gazing into each
face, impressed itself on the memory of Mark's informant" (150). After the rich
young ruler went away sad and failing to respond to the ultimate answer of Christ
Jesus, the Savior makes a very striking pronouncement to His disciples. Jesus uses

this encounter to teach His disciples a lessons about the relationship of material
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riches and the entering into the kingdom of God. Thus He said, "How hardly shall
they that have riches enter into the kingdom of God!" The word "hardly" is from the
adverb 6UOKOAWC (duskolos). It means "with difficulty” (Thayer 161). This could be
paraphrased, "How difficult it is for those who have riches to enter into the kingdom
of God!" Matthew 19:23 states "Then said Jesus unto his disciples, Verily I say unto
you, That a rich man shall hardly enter into the kingdom of heaven." The "Lord does
not declare the impossibility of a wealthy person being saved, but the difficulty of
getting a wealthy person saved" (Wuest 204).

According to verse 24 "the disciples were astonished at His words." The word
"astonished" is from OoPéw (thambeo) meaning "to scare, to terrify, to be amazed"
(Rienecker 117). Thayer adds "to be frightened" (282). This amazed frightening of the
disciples is not surprising when one remembers that these disciples were Jews. To the
Jewish mind wealth was an evidence of the approval of God and thus the wealthy

could not be ungodly (Robertson, Word Pictures 352; Wuest 205). But Jesus

explained His statement to them in the last part of verse 24 "Children how hard is it
for them that trust in riches to enter into the kingdom of God." The idea of the words
of Christ in verse 24 is that it is hard or difficult for any one to enter the kingdom and
especially it is hard for one who trusts in riches. Is this not the peril of riches?

The statement of Jesus in verse 25 about the fact that, "it is easier for a camel to
go through the eye of a needle, than for a rich man to enter into the kingdom of God,"
caused the disciples to be "astonished out of measure, ..." according to verse 26.

Robertson commenting on the parallel in Matthew 19:24 writes

Jesus, of course, means by this comparison, whether an eastern proverb or not,
to express the impossible. . .. Jesus pointedly calls this thing 'impossible’
(Matthew 19:26). The Jews in the Babylonian Talmud did have a proverb that a

man even in his dreams did not see an elephant pass through the eye of a needle
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(Vincent). ... The word for an ordinary needle is rhaphis, but, Luke (18:25)
employs belone, the medical term for the surgical needle not elsewhere in the N.
T. (Word Pictures 157).

The word "astonished" as used in verse 26 is not from the same Greek word as that
used in verse 24. The word "astonished" in verse 26 is €KTANGOOUL (ekplessomai).
It means "to expel by a blow . . . commonly, to strike one out of self-possession, to
strike with panic, shock" (Thayer 198,199). It carries the idea of one being
overwhelmed. Because of this the disciples asked among themselves, "Who then can
be saved?" This is a very good question!

Jesus gave the divine answer in verse 27. "With men it is impossible, but not
with God: for with God all things are possible." With men it is impossible for anyone
to be saved, but with God all things are possible. Jesus was not saying that the rich
could not be saved, for the Old Testament is full of examples of men who were rich
materially and also saved such as: Abraham, David, Solomon, Job and so forth. The
Lord Jesus was saying that salvation is totally of God. No person can be saved by his
own efforts. But by the grace of God any man, even a rich man can be saved and/or
enter the kingdom of God when he receives Jesus Christ by repentance and faith
(Mark 1:14,15; John 1:12,13; 3:16; 5:24; Acts 20:21; Ephesians 2:8,9). As Peter

"

would later plainly state in 1 Peter 1:18-19 the saved are "...not redeemed with
corruptible things, as silver or gold. . . but with the precious blood of Christ. . . ."
{Remember the words of James 2:5 "Hearken, my beloved brethren, Hath not God
chosen the poor of this world rich in faith, and heirs of the kingdom which he hath
promised to them that love him?"}

Forsaking all to follow Jesus and the rewards (10:28-31) The discussion of

the previous verses prompted Peter to say to Jesus, as recorded in verse 28, seemingly

speaking for the group, "Lo, we have left all and have followed thee." Peter probably
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was saying this as over against the fact that the rich young ruler failed to give up all
and follow Jesus. Although not given in Mark, Peter continued and said as recorded in
Matthew 19:27, "what shall we have therefore?" Robertson calls this, "A pathetic

question of hopeless lack of comprehension" (Word Pictures, 158). Peter was

concerned about the future and he did not quite understand what the Lord meant.
Many times this is true of many people today; this writer included. What he was
saying could be paraphrased as follows: "Listen Lord, we have given up our fishing
ships and so forth (our way of making a living), so what will be our reward?" But
Peter and the other disciples were thinking of material rather than spiritual things.

In any case, in verses 29,30 Jesus makes a manifold promise introduced by,

"Verily I say unto you. . . ." The word "verily" is from the Greek particle qunv
(amen). It is translated both "verily" and "amen." It is usually translated "verily" at
the beginning of a sentence. Thayer states the meaning "at the beginning of a
discourse - surely, truly, of a truth; at the end - so it is, so be it, may it be fulfilled"
(32). Jesus said, "Verily I say unto you, There is no man that hath left house, or
brethren, or sisters, or father, or mother, or wife, or children, or lands, for my sake,
and the gospel's, But he shall receive. . . ." Jesus is saying of a truth, those who
forsake the things mentioned for His sake and for the sake of the gospel, or in other
words, those who put Jesus Christ first at all cost to himself or herself, will not fail:
one, to receive back in his life "an hundredfold" what he has lost of those things
mentioned (for significant reasons, He does not mention the wife in verse 30; see also
Mark 12:23-27); two, he or she will not fail to suffer persecutions (see also
Philippians 1:28-30); and three, to have eternal life now and forever (Wessel 717).

An example of receiving a hundred-fold could be the men of God who were

circuit riding preachers in the United States in days gone by. God would provide for
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them and the people of God would be their family. The widow in the Old Testament
made an extra room in her house just for Elijah. God provided for the widow in many
ways. Remember also the little lad who give up the fishes and loaves in John 6. God
provides when people put him first (Matthew 6:33,34). Nevertheless, there will be
persecutions. Clarke writes, "No easy way leads to these honors and rewards (2 Tim
3:12; 2 Cor 11:23-27; 6:4-10). Even when outward persecution is not, still the
principle is the same: it is no easy way.—The hundred-fold will not prevent the
persecutions; but neither will the persecutions interfere with the coming of the
hundred-fold" (152).

The appropriateness of the statement about persecutions was made real to the
saints at Rome and to believers today when they read about the sufferings and so forth
of the dark ages of the saints of God. Many times in this modern age, missionaries
and even pastors and their families suffer persecutions. Yet down through the years
New Testament churches and people of God have flourished even more so during
persecutions (Acts 3:1—8:4). The apostle Paul declared in Romans 8:18 "For I reckon
that the sufferings of this present time are not worthy to be compared with the glory
which shall be revealed in us."

In verse 31 Jesus states "But many that are first shall be last; and the last first."
These words of Jesus are also found in other contexts in Matthew 20:16; Luke 13:30.
In Matthew 20:16 Jesus said, "So the last shall be first, and the first last: for many be
called, but few chosen." What does Jesus mean by this? It is speaking of the time of
rewards and "the judgment seat of Christ" (2 Corinthians 5:10; Romans 14:10). So
the last shall be first or rather judged first. And the first shall be last or rather the first
shall be judged last. The Lord explains this in Matthew 20:1-16 in the parable of the

laborers in the vineyard. This judgment (the judgment seat of Christ) will be to
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determine rewards. God only is able to determine who should get what rewards; if any
(see also Mark 10:40). The first (those of the Old Testament era, Adam down to the
day of Malachi) will be judged last for the consequences of how their lives and
actions have influenced more people, so the people near the end will be judged first.
The same is true of the New Testament era, those first in order from the time of John
the Baptist until the last person has been saved in this present so-called church age.
Another interpretation may well be possible and plausible for verse 31, "But

many that are first shall be last; and the last first." Wessel has written:

At that time those who have rank and position now will not have them, and
those who do not have them now will have them. This may be a kind of
summary of Jesus' teaching in vv. 17-31. In eternity the rich and the powerful
will have the tables turned on them. Or perhaps it is a warning to the disciples
in view of what they said, "we have left everything to follow you" (v. 28). They
must not conceive of their discipleship in terms of rewards. Discipleship entails
suffering and service; it must be entered on in terms of love and commitment to
Jesus, not because of what one hopes to get out of it either in this life or in the
life to come (717).

SOSDDSSSDDDSSODDSSSDDDSSDDDSSODDDSSDODDSSODDSSSODDSSOODSSSO>D>

. Y
>Harmonized Sequential listing = from the other Gospel records:
>>Parable of the Laborers in the Vineyard Matthew 20:1-16
<<LLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLL LKL

B. The Third Prediction Concerning His Cross 10:32-34
(Matthew 20:17-19; Luke 18:31-34)

As Jesus and those following Him continue on their journey to Jerusalem, He
again, for a third time, gives the sure prediction that He shall be delivered up by the
chief priests and the scribes unto the Gentiles. He declares that they shall mock Him,
spit upon Him, and scourge Him and then put Him to death, but He shall rise again
after three days. This short section may be divided as follows: one, the amazement
and fearfulness while continuing to Jerusalem, 10:32a; Matthew 20:17a; Luke 18:31;

two, Jesus taking the Twelve aside privately, 10:32b, Matthew 20:17b; Luke 18:31a;
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and three, prophesying about His death, burial, resurrection, 10:33,34; Matthew
19:18,19; Luke 18:32-34.

The amazement and fearfulness while continuing to Jerusalem (10:32a;
Matthew 20:17a; Luke 18:31) Verse 32 begins by relating, "And they were in the

way going up to Jerusalem; and Jesus went before them: and they were amazed; and
as they followed, they were afraid. . . ." This confirms that Jesus is making His way
to Jerusalem (see Mark 10:1, Luke 9:51). Robertson says in his footnote that Jesus
and His company "will soon cross over Jordan near Jericho" from the east side of
Jordan (Harmony 147). Mark records that Jesus was leading the disciples and that the
Twelve following were both amazed or astonished and afraid. The word "amazed" is
from the same Greek word Oapféw (thambeo) as used in verse 24 translated
"astonished." Again this word means "to scare; be amazed," and even "to be
frightened." The word "afraid" is from the Greek verb ¢oPéopel (phobeomai)
meaning "to fear, to be afraid" (Rienecker 117). Both of these Greek verbs are
imperfect meaning they were continually amazed and afraid. The use of both of these
words together seems to emphasize the fear of the Twelve.

Why was this? Was it because of the way Jesus had set His face towards
Jerusalem? "His manner stuck awe into the minds of the Twelve who were beginning
at length to anticipate an impending disaster" (Swete gtd. by Wuest 208). This is most
likely a fulfillment of Isaiah 50:7 and other Old Testament prophesies. Luke 18:31
records, "Then he took unto him the twelve, and said unto them, Behold, we go up to
Jerusalem, and all things that are written by the prophets concerning the Son of man
shall be accomplished." Isaiah prophesied that Jesus would set His face towards the
things that would be accomplished in Jerusalem. "For the Lord GOD will help me;

therefore shall I not be confounded: therefore have I set my face like a flint, and I
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know that I shall not be ashamed" (Isaiah 50:7). Luke records in Luke 9:51-53 "And it
came to pass, when the time was come that he should be received up, he stedfastly set
his face to go to Jerusalem, And sent messengers before his face: and they went, and
entered into a village of the Samaritans, to make ready for him. And they did not

receive him, because his face was as though he would go to Jerusalem."

esus taking the Twelve aside privately (10:32b, Matthew 20:17b; Luke

18:31a) The last part of verse 32 reports "And he took again the twelve, and began to
tell them what things should happen unto him." Again Mark records that Jesus took
the twelve aside privately. Wessel writes, "Jesus, as he so often does in Mark's
Gospel, separated the Twelve from the crowd for renewed instruction about his
coming passion" (718). Wuest states, "The atmosphere was so tense that there was
danger of a real panic" (209). Jesus, knowing they were afraid, did this not only to
inform them what to expect but to encourage them as well. He wanted to prepare
them for the things that were to take place.

Jesus was also setting an example for all of His disciples of all time. The idea
behind the words of Luke 9:53 "his face was as though he would go to Jerusalem" is
that Jesus knew very well what would happen to Him and He was determined to do
the will of the Father and give glory to the Father (see John 17:1-5). Clarke states that
Jesus "went with his might. All that he commands us he himself has done, and the
highest ambition for man is 'so to walk even as he walked.' To do that may sometimes
be to press bravely into the sorrows of the kingdom, as he did" (152,153). The
apostle John declares in 1 John 2:6 "He that saith he abideth in him ought himself also
so to walk, even as he walked."

Prophesying about His death, burial, resurrection (10:33.34; Matthew

19:18.19; Luke 18:32-34) Jesus for the third time predicts His death, burial, and
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resurrection. He has prophesied this in Mark 8:31 and again in Mark 9:31. Mark 8:31
states "And he began to teach them, that the Son of man must suffer many things, and
be rejected of the elders, and of the chief priests, and scribes, and be killed, and after
three days rise again." He says that He would "suffer many things." He revealed that
the Jewish leaders would be the ones to reject Him and have Him killed. However, He
said that "after three days" He would "rise again." Mark 9:31 records "For he taught
his disciples, and said unto them, The Son of man is delivered into the hands of men,
and they shall kill him; and after that he is killed, he shall rise the third day." In this
case He is adding that the Gentiles would also be the ones responsible for killing Him.
Together, these first two predictions show that both Jews and Gentiles would be
guilty of taking the life of the Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. But again He ends the
prediction with the positive and sure hope of the fact that He would of a certainty
"rise the third day." His resurrection assures the saved of their resurrection (2
Corinthians 4:14).

In this third prediction Jesus is more specific in his prophecy. Jesus proclaims
in Mark 10:33-34 "Behold, we go up to Jerusalem; and the Son of man shall be
delivered unto the chief priests, and unto the scribes; and they shall condemn him to
death, and shall deliver him to the Gentiles: And they shall mock him, and shall
scourge him, and shall spit upon him, and shall kill him: and the third day he shall rise
again." This prediction contains six things. One, Jesus is to be "delivered up" or He
will be betrayed. (He was to be betrayed by one of His own to the chief priests and the
scribes.) The fulfillment of His being "delivered up" or betrayed is recorded in Mark
14:10-11,43-46. 1t was carried out by Judas, one of the Twelve. Two, Jesus is to be
condemned or sentenced to death by the Jewish Sanhedrin Council. This

condemnation or sentencing is fulfilled and recorded in Mark 14:53-64. Three, Jesus

393



JESUS, MY SERVANT THE BRANCH- COMMENTS ON MARK - Division 7 - Chapter 17
Faithfulness in Leaving All and Following Jesus -- (Mark 10:17-52) 394

is to be delivered or handed over "to the Gentiles" by this Jewish Council. His being
delivered or handed over to the Gentile rulers is fulfilled and recorded in Mark 15:1.
Four, Jesus is to be mocked, spit on, and scourged or flogged. Jesus being mocked,
spit upon and scourged or flogged is recorded in Mark 14:65; 15:15,19,20. Five,
Jesus is to be killed or executed. Jesus being killed or executed by crucifixion is
fulfilled and recorded in Mark 15:24-37. Six, yet again Jesus predicts that He shall be
resurrected the "third day." That Jesus rose from the dead is fulfilled and recorded in
Mark 16:3-9. These events are also recorded in the other Gospel records.

On the one hand this was a real tragedy, yet a sure hope. In it all He would be
glorified and also He would justify all that believe in Him. The apostle Paul wrote in

Romans 4:23-5:1

"Now it was not written for his sake alone, that it was imputed to him; But for
us also, to whom it shall be imputed, if we believe on him that raised up Jesus
our Lord from the dead; Who was delivered for our offences, and was raised
again for our justification. Therefore being justified by faith, we have peace
with God through our Lord Jesus Christ"

After the second prediction given in Mark 9:31, Mark records in 9:32 "they
understood not that saying, and were afraid to ask him." After the third prediction
Luke 18:34 records, that the Twelve "understood none of these things. . . ." The
problem is that people in general still do not understand these things. The question
that people need to ask in this day and age is "Do I understand what Jesus did and
why He did it?" The answer from the Bible is He did this for each and every person
who has ever lived including this writer. He did this so that each and everyone could
be set free from the condemnation of sin and unbelief and be saved forevermore and
one day go to heaven. Also this redemption is in order that after one is saved, each

one might live for Jesus and walk even as He walked so that others will be saved.
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C. James and John Requesting the Best Seats 10:35-45
(Matthew 20:20-28; Ephesians 3:20)

The subject of this passage is the request made by James and John for the best
seats and Jesus correcting them. In correcting them Jesus renewed His teaching on
true greatness. This passage should be studied along with Mark 9:30-37. Both
passages teach lessons about true greatness and both follow predictions about the
cross of Jesus. These passages reveal the spiritual immaturity of the apostles. At the
same time, it is a proof of the inspiration of the Bible since it reflects on this
immaturity. This section of chapter 10 may be sub-divided into five parts: one, James
and John desiring a certain thing, 10:35-37; Matthew 20:20,21; two, Jesus answering
with a challenge about suffering, 10:38-40; Matthew 20:22,23; three, the indignation
against them, 10:41; Matthew 20:24; four, another lesson in true greatness, 10:42-44;
Matthew 20:25-27; and five, Jesus, the supreme example of true greatness, 10:45;
Matthew 20:28.

James and John desiring a certain thing (10:35-37; Matthew 20:20,21)
Verse 35 tells of a request by James and John saying to Jesus, "Master, we would that
thou shouldest do for us whatsoever we shall desire." They wanted Jesus to grant the
desire of their heart without even telling Him what it was that they desired. Matthew
20:20,21 records that the mother of James and John was with them and seems to be
the leader in this request. According to Matthew she actually made the request while
they all were worshipping Jesus. Robertson brings out that "they try to commit Jesus
to their desires before they tell what they are, just like spoiled children" (Word
Pictures 354). Yet the back-drop of this request (as suggested by Clarke 153) probably
goes back to what Jesus proclaimed in Matthew 19:28 "Verily I say unto you, That ye
which have followed me, in the regeneration when the Son of man shall sit in the

throne of his glory, ye also shall sit upon twelve thrones, judging the twelve tribes
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of Israel." (Also in the background Mark 10:29-30 should be considered.) However,
it is ironic that it should come right after the third prediction of Jesus about His death,
burial, and resurrection.

According to verse 36 Jesus asked them, "What would ye that I should do for
you?" Their request is worded in verse 37, "Grant unto us that we may sit, one on thy
right hand, and the other on thy left hand, in thy glory." They wanted the best seats
and highest honor. These two disciples clearly believed Jesus was the Messiah and
that He was going to Jerusalem to set up His earthly kingdom. Robertson commenting
on verse 32 about the disciples being afraid implies that the Greek "idiom (hoi de)
may not mean that all of the disciples were afraid, but only some of them" (Word
Pictures 354). Evidently, James and John were not afraid but rather thinking that

when Jesus arrived in Jerusalem He would inaugurate His kingdom.

esus answering with a challenge about suffering (10:38-40; Matthew

20:22,23) In verse 38 Jesus tells them, "Ye know not what ye ask. . .." [Clarke
notes that, "it is like the reply of a father to foolish children" (154). James and John
were too ambitious.] In other words, Jesus told them that they did not know or
understand just what it was that they were asking Him. Jesus explained that they
would have to suffer with Him first. He posed the question, "can ye drink of the cup
that I drink of? and be baptized with the baptism that I am baptized with?" James and
John answered in verse 39 that they were able to suffer with Him. Jesus in turn
promised that they would indeed suffer and die for Him. The expression "drink of the
cup" according to Wessel "symbolized trouble and suffering" (720). This is seen and
found in the Old Testament (Psalm 75:8; Isaiah 51:17; Jeremiah 49:12; Ezekiel
23:31-34) and also in the New Testament (Mark 14:36; Matthew 26:39; Revelation

14:10). In both Mark 14:36 and Matthew 26:39 Jesus uses the term "cup" speaking of
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His death that He would die on the cross. The word "baptism" is from the Greek noun
Bamtiop (baptisma) and means "immersion, submersion" (Thayer 94). The word
"baptized" is from the verb Pamti{w (baptizo) and means "to dip, to immerge"
(Thayer 94). Thayer writes that Bamti{w (baptizo) may be used "metaphorically, to
be overwhelmed with calamities, of those who must bear them, Mt. xx.22,23. . . Mk.
x. 38,39. . ." (94). Robertson says that "both the cup and the baptism" are "referring

to death" (Word Pictures 355). Robertson also states that Jesus "had already used

baptism as a figure for his death" (355). Jesus said, "But I have a baptism to be
baptized with; and how am I straitened till it be accomplished!" (Luke 12:50). Thus,
in this context, the cup and baptism both speak of being plunged and overwhelmed
with sufferings, pain, and the agony of the cross.

Indeed these two brothers did suffer persecution in the service of the Lord
Jesus. Acts 12:1,2 reveals that James was killed by the sword at the hand of King
Herod Agrippa I.2 At the age of about 100, John was imprisoned on the isle of
Patmos, an island in the Aegean Sea between Greece and modern day Turkey
(Revelation 1:9). According to tradition John was banished to this island by one of the
Roman Emperors. He was banished for preaching the Word of God as punishment as
far as the world was concerned. Truly, these two brothers did suffer persecution in the
service of the Lord Jesus. They were plunged and overwhelmed with sufferings, pain,
and agony because of their testimony of Jesus and His cross. One should remember
the words of Jesus in Matthew 10:24 "The disciple is not above his master, nor the
servant above his lord."

Jesus continues His answer to these sons of Zebedee in verse 40. He declares,
"But to sit on my right hand and on my left hand is not mine to give; but it shall be

given to them for whom itis prepared." He emphasizes that it would be given to
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them "for whom it is prepared.”" In Matthew 20:23 Jesus adds that "if shall be given to
them for whom it is prepared of my Father." Wessel states, "Jesus refused to usurp the
authority of his Father" (720). Wuest remarks, "As to the fact that our Lord does not
have the authority to grant preferred places, Swete says: 'Christ is indeed the
appointed distributor of all eternal rewards (2 Tim 4:8; Rev 22:12), but He will
distribute them in accordance with the Father's dispositions.' " (Swete gtd. by Wuest
211). (See also 2 Corinthians 5:10; Romans 14:10.) James and John were very naive
in their request and they did not truly understand about what they were asking.

Previously, in Mark 9:35-37, "Jesus had rebuked the disciples for their spirit of
ambition and jealously" (Wessel 720). Nevertheless, it was still among them.
Sometimes it takes a while to uproot and control ingrained sin and habits in the life of
the born-again, blood-bought believer. Each believer in Jesus should ask himself or
herself, "Do I have any ingrained sin and bad habits of which I need to be rid?" The
solution is to take them to Jesus and ask Him to help and He will.

The indignation against them (10:41; Matthew 20:24) Verse 41 says, "when
the ten heard it, they began to be much displeased with James and John." Matthew
20:24 states of this "And when the ten heard it, they were moved with indignation
against the two brethren." The words "be much displeased" in Mark and "were moved
with indignation" in Matthew come from the same root Greek verb GYXVUKTEW
(aganakteo). Mark uses the present active infinitive, while Matthew uses the aorist
active indicative. This verb is translated in the New Testament "have indignation, be
much displeased, with indignation, be sore displeased." It can mean "to be indignant

or angry" (Bushell, Bible Works for Windows, Version 2.3c). In any case, the other

disciples were displeased and very indignant and possibly even angry with James and

John. Robertson commenting on Matthew 20:24 says that &Yook Téw (aganakteo) is

398



JESUS, MY SERVANT THE BRANCH- COMMENTS ON MARK - Division 7 - Chapter 17
Faithfulness in Leaving All and Following Jesus -- (Mark 10:17-52) 399

"A strong word of angry resentment" (Word Pictures 162). This whole episode reveals
that they did not understand the predictions of Jesus concerning His cross. Had they
understood they would have been humble rather then ambitious and proud. Another
question each believer should ask himself or herself is, "Do I need to learn to be
humble?" Again consider the definition of humility as given by the late Dr. O. R.
Baldwin. He taught that if one is to be humble, he or she has determined that the will
of God will be done in his or her life and actions, regardless of what may happen and
where one may have to go or to do (from class notes and sermons preached; see page
338 of this dissertation.). From this incident believers may learn not to be too
ambitious to do their own will, but to be submissive to the will of God. Paul wrote in
Romans 12:3,10 "For I say, through the grace given unto me, to every man that is
among you, not to think of himself more highly than he ought to think; but to think
soberly, according as God hath dealt to every man the measure of faith. . . . Be kindly
affectioned one to another with brotherly love; in honour preferring one another." He
also exhorted the church in Corinth in 2 Corinthians 10:12 "For we dare not make
ourselves of the number, or compare ourselves with some that commend themselves:
but they measuring themselves by themselves, and comparing themselves among
themselves, are not wise."

Another lesson in true greatness (10:42-44; Matthew 20:25-27) This incident

called for another lesson in true greatness as given in verses 42-45. It should be

brought out as Robertson declares, "Jesus does not condemn the desire to become

great. It is laudable ambition" (Word Pictures 162; see also Clarke 155). To begin
with, Jesus reminded them how it is in the Gentile world. Verse 42 states, "Jesus
called them fo him, and saith unto them, Ye know that they which are accounted to

rule over the Gentiles exercise lordship over them; and their great ones exercise
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authority upon them." Gentile rulers exercise lordship over others and the great ones
exercise authority over them. Jesus instructed them that this was not to be the case
among the disciples, but on the other hand, "whosoever will be great among you, shall
be your minister" (Mark 10:43). The word "minister" is from dLokorvoc (diakonos).
This is the word from which comes the English word "deacon." Thayer says that
SLakovoc (diakonos) means "one who executes the commands of another, esp. of a
master, a servant, attendant, minister . . . the servant of a king . . . a waiter, one who
serves food and drink" (138). This word is translated "servant" eight times in the New
Testament. So to attain and accomplish true greatness one must be a servant of God
and of others. "Here is the paradox of the Kingdom of God. Instead of being lords, its
great ones become servants, and its chiefs the bond-servants of all" (Gould gtd. in
Wessel 720). This great paradox is to be practiced in the New Testament churches of
the Lord Jesus Christ in this present church age. There are not to be any overlords in
churches of the Lord Jesus nor in the association of churches. Thus, Missionary
Baptist believe in the independence of a local church with the right to associate with
other churches of like faith and order.

Jesus continued the paradox in verse 44 by saying, "whosoever of you will be
the chiefest, shall be servant of all." Two words need to be explained. The word
"chiefest" is from the word TP®TOC (protos) which means "first in time or place, in
any succession of things or persons, first in rank, influence, honour, chief. . ." (Thayer
555). The word "servant" is not from the same Greek word translated "minister" in
verse 43, rather it is 0DA0¢ (doulos). This word means "a slave, bondman, man of
servile condition. . . metaphorically, one who gives himself up to another's will. . .
those whose service is used by Christ in extending and advancing His cause among

men. .. devoted to another to the disregard of one's own interests. . ." (Thayer 157,
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158). [AoDAo¢ (Doulos) is a word that Paul, Peter, and James use in identifying
themselves in many of the epistles.] To be "truly great" and "first of all" one must do
as Jesus says, "be servant of all." Wessel concludes, "Among them greatness is not
achieved by asserting rank but by humble service" (720). So to attain and accomplish
true greatness in the kingdom of God, one must be a servant of God and of others.
Jesus taught his same principle in Matthew 23:11-12 "But he that is greatest among
you shall be your servant. And whosoever shall exalt himself shall be abased; and he
that shall humble himself shall be exalted." (See also Luke 1:52; 14:11; James 1:9.)
Jesus the supreme example of true greatness (10:45; Matthew 20:28) In
verse 45 Jesus gives the sum of it all by giving Himself as the supreme example. He is
the Ideal or Model Servant of God. Jesus said, "For even the Son of man came not to
be ministered unto, but to minister, and to give His life a ransom for many."3 Jesus
Himself is not exempt from the paradox. "The Son of man is not exempt from this
rule; His kingship is also that of service and not of lordship" (Gould g#d. in Rienecker
118). The word "ransom" is from the Greek leTpOV (lutron) meaning "the price paid
for release" (Rienecker 118). Thayer expands this definition by stating, "the price for
redeeming, ransom. . . paid for slaves, captives. . . for the ransom of life. . . to liberate
many from misery and the penalty of their sins" (Thayer 384). The preposition "for" in
the expression "to give his life a ransom for many" is from the Greek preposition
ovti (anti) and means ". . . indicating exchange, succession, for, instead of, in place
of (something). . ." (Thayer 49). This shows that Jesus Christ gave His life "a ransom"
in stead of the many. Thus the teaching that He is the substitute for those who believe
in Him is taught. The whole idea relates to Isaiah chapter 53 and the truth that on

Jesus was laid the sins of all human beings of all time (see 1
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Timothy 2:6). Thus the fact that Jesus gave His life a ransom for many emphasizes
the substitutionary element in the death of Jesus Christ.

Jesus is the greatest of all because He humbled Himself and became the Ideal or
Model Servant of God the Father. He became the greatest among human beings
because He came to serve and to become the redeemer all people. He laid down His
life for all people of all ages throughout all history, past, present, and future. The
question for each believer is, "Will you not lay down your life for Him?" The Apostle
Paul urged believers to do just that in Romans 12:1-2 when he wrote, "I beseech you
therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that ye present your bodies a living
sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God, which is your reasonable service. And be not
conformed to this world: but be ye transformed by the renewing of your mind, that ye
may prove what is that good, and acceptable, and perfect, will of God." Therefore,
when Jesus is exalted by the God the Father in that day, all those who have laid down
their lives for Him will be exalted also (Matthew 23:12; Luke 1:52; 14:11). Of Jesus
Christ, Paul wrote in Philippians 2:9-11 "Wherefore God also hath highly exalted
him, and given him a name which is above every name: That at the name of Jesus
every knee should bow, of things in heaven, and things in earth, and things under the
earth; // And that every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory

of God the Father." (See also Acts 2:33; 5:31.)

D. Healing Blind Bartimaeus upon Leaving Jericho 10:46-52
(Matthew 20:29-34; Luke 18:35-43)

Although Mark and Luke mention only one blind man, Matthew speaks of two.
Bartimaeus was probably the most prominent and striking of the two. While Luke

says they were drawing nigh to Jericho, Mark and Matthew speak of their going out
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of Jericho. A. T. Robertson explains about the one versus two blind men and about

there being an old Jericho and a new Jericho:

Matthew mentions two blind men, while Mark and Luke describe one, probably
the more conspicuous one. —The discrepancy as to place, "as he went out from
Jericho," "as he drew nigh unto Jericho," is best explained by the recent
suggestion that the healing occurred after he left the old Jericho, and as he was
approaching the new Jericho which Herod the Great built at some distance away

(Harmony 149).

This miracle healing of the blind man may be divided as follows: one, the blind man
near Jericho, 10:46; Matthew 20:29,30a; Luke 18:35,36; two, the cry, confession, and
faith of the blind man, 10:47; Matthew 20:30b; Luke 18:37,38; three, trying to stop
his cry for mercy, 10:48; Matthew 20:31; Luke 18:39; four, Jesus hearing him, called
for him, 10:49,50; Matthew 20:32a; Luke 18:40a; and five, the actual healing of this
blind beggar, 10:51,52; Matthew 20:32b-34; Luke 18:40b-43.

The blind man near Jericho (10:46; Matthew 20:29,30a; Luke 18:35,36)
Verse 46 further sets the stage by saying that there was "a great number of people"
with Jesus and His disciples. Matthew 20:29 states, "a great multitude followed him."
As they were going out of Jericho, they came by the place where a blind beggar was
sitting by the highway begging. The name of this blind beggar was "Bartimaeus, the
son of Timaeus." Bartimaeus means son of Timaeus. Timaeus means "the unclean"
(Strong's 924; 5090). Luke states that the blind man "hearing the multitude pass by, he
asked what it meant" (18:36).

The cry, confession, and faith of the blind man (10:47; Matthew 20:30b;

Luke 18:37-38) Verse 47 relates that "when he (Bartimaeus) heard that it was Jesus

of Nazareth, he began to cry out, and say, Jesus, thou son of David, have mercy on
me" He had heard of Jesus, the Son of God, and all that Christ had done. By calling
Jesus "the son of David" he must have recognized Jesus as the Messiah. Matthew

states that he along with the other blind man called Jesus "Lord." The word "Lord" in
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Matthew 20:30 is from the Greek noun Kl’)pLog (kurios) and means "supreme in
authority, God, Lord, master" (Strong's 2962). Calling Jesus "the son of David" and
"Lord" was an expression of faith on the part of this blind man. He asks Jesus to
"have mercy on me." This was also a confession of his sinfulness and of his faith.

Trying to stop his cry for mercy (10:48; Matthew 20:31; Luke 18:39) Verse

48 says that many tried to get this blind man to stop crying out for Jesus in that they
"charged him that he should hold his peace. . . ." Luke 19:39 states, "And they which
went before rebuked him, that he should hold his peace. . . ." The word translated
"charged" in Mark and the word translated "rebuked" in Luke is from the same Greek
verb €MLTLUAW (epitimao). Both Mark and Luke use the imperfect tense meaning
"they continually rebuked him" (Rienecker 118). They wanted this blind man to leave
Jesus alone and be silent so they strongly urged him to "hold his peace. . . ."
Nevertheless, Mark 10:48 says, "but he cried the more a great deal, Thou son of
David, have mercy on me." "The remonstrance of the crowd only seemed to increase
the vigor with which the blind beggar called out to Jesus" (Weust 214). Bartimaeus
would not stop crying for Jesus to have mercy on him. He believed that God was
merciful and gracious. He was being tested and he persisted in his faith in the Lord

Jesus, the son of David, the Messiah. Genuine faith cannot be stopped nor caused to

quit crying out to God.

esus hearing him, called for him (10:49,50; Matthew 20:32a: Luke 18:40

As the blind man continued to cry out, Jesus heard and the God of heaven clothed in
human flesh stood still. Verse 49 relates, "And Jesus stood still. . . ." Jesus stops and
gives His full attention to the cry of this blind man. Next, Jesus "commanded him to

be called." So "they call the blind man. . . ." The message was conveyed to the blind
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man and he cast "away his garment, rose, and came to Jesus" (Mark 10:50). Clarke
calls this action by Bartimaeus "the haste of hope" (158).

Note the change in attitude of the crowd when Jesus called for the man. They
were "saying unto him, Be of good comfort, rise; he calleth thee." In effect the
expression, "Be of good comfort," means "cheer up." Also the idea of the Greek word
Gapoéw (tharseo) is "to have courage" (Rienecker 118). While Mark does not record
that Jesus said "Be of good comfort," similar words fell from the lips of Jesus Himself
only six other times in Matthew 9:2, 22 (with Luke 8:48); Matthew 14:27; Mark 6:50;
John 16:33; Acts 23:11. The people now encourage blind Bartimaeus. This calling by
Jesus demonstrates the compassion that He continued to manifest toward those who
called upon Him in faith. Jesus has compassion upon the lost when they call upon
Him in repentance and faith. The Bible declares in 2 Peter 3:9 "The Lord is not slack
concerning his promise, as some men count slackness; but is longsuffering to
us-ward, not willing that any should perish, but that all should come to repentance."

The actual healing of this blind beggar (10:51,52; Matthew 20:32b-34;

Luke 18:40b-43) Verse 51 records that Jesus answered and said unto him, "What

will thou that I should do unto thee?" Of course, Jesus knew before hand. Verse 51
continues and gives the request of the blind man. "Lord, that I might receive my
sight." The word "Lord" in Mark 10:51 is not from the same word as that used in
Matthew 20:30. Here the word "Lord" is from Poffovt (rhabboni). This word means
"master, chief, prince. . . a title of honor and reverence by which Jesus is addressed"

(Thayer 560). It can also mean "teacher" (Bushell, Bible Works for Windows, Version

2.3c). By addressing Jesus as Lord, an instensified form of "Rabbi" (Clarke 158), this
man shows his great respect for Jesus. It would seem from verse 52 that Bartimaeus

not only received physical sight but also spiritual sight. This is so
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since Jesus told him, "Go thy way, thy faith hath made the whole." Luke records it
this way in Luke 18:42 "Receive thy sight: thy faith hath saved thee."4 Bartimaeus
was immediately able to see and he also followed Jesus. Jesus had compassion, but
He did not come to heal every blind person. His main purpose was to come to heal
the spiritually blind. Not long after this Jesus said in Luke 19:10 "For the Son of man

is come to seek and to save that which was lost."

Summary of Chapter
In Mark 10:17-52 the Ideal Servant of God teaches about riches, faith, and

faithfulness and total commitment. Faithfulness and commitment go together.
Faithfulness and total commitment require at least two things: one, faith in God and
His Word; and two, forsaking self and serving God in the cause of Christ.

The rich young ruler learned that the outward keeping of the commandments
and possessing riches will not gain for one eternal life. Anyone who wants to inherit
eternal life must exercise faith in Jesus Christ in order to be saved. Jesus commanded
him to "come, take up the cross, and follow me." For this man to do this he must give
up all. Yet, Jesus was not telling this young man he could merit eternal life by selling
all and following Him, for eternal life is a gift of God; it cannot be earned, only
received by faith. After one is saved by grace through faith, to follow Jesus, one must
exercise faith and forsake all and follow after Him. Jesus warned that "It is easier for a
camel to go through the eye of a needle, than for a rich man to enter into the kingdom
of God." He is saying that the peril of being rich is that it causes people to depend on
riches and not God. Jesus is saying that being saved is impossible with men but

possible through the grace of God.
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After this Peter said to Jesus, "Lo, we have left all and have followed thee." In
Matthew 19:27 Peter also said, "what shall we have therefore?" Paraphrased he was
saying, "Listen Lord, we have given up our fishing ships and so forth, so what will be
our reward?" Jesus makes a manifold promise, that anyone who forsakes all for His
sake and the sake of the gospel will not fail: one, to receive back in his life "an
hundredfold" what he has lost of those things mentioned in Mark 10:29,30; two, he
will not fail to suffer persecution; and three, to have eternal life now and forever.
However, the first shall be last, and last first.

For a third time Jesus gives the sure prediction that in Jerusalem He shall be
delivered up by the chief priests and the scribes unto the Gentiles. He declares that
they shall mock Him, spit upon Him, and scourge Him and then put Him to death, but
He shall rise again after three days. Mark records that the disciples were continually
both amazed and afraid. At least some of them seemed to be anticipating the
impending disaster. Jesus told them these things to inform them and encourage them
and to set an example. On the one hand, this was a real tragedy, howbeit a sure hope
and in it all He would be glorified and also justify all that believe in Him (Romans
4:23-5:1). Yet, the disciples did not understand this prophesy (Mark 9:31; Luke
18:34). In this present age, people still do not understand these things. People need to
ask, "Do I understand what Jesus did and why He did it?"

In spite of this prophecy about His crucifixion, James and John must have
thought that when Jesus arrived in Jerusalem, He would establish His kingdom and sit
upon the throne of David. Thus they ask for the best seats. Jesus told them "Ye know
not what ye ask." He asks them, "can ye drink of the cup that I drink of? and be

baptized with the baptism that I am baptized with?" When they answered, "We can"
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in Mark 10:39, Jesus informs them, "To sit on my right hand and on my left hand is
not mine to give; but it shall be given to them for whom it is prepared."

Next, Jesus begins to give them another lesson in true greatness. He told them
in Mark 10:43-45 that "whosoever will be great among you, shall be your minister:
And whosoever of you will be the chiefest, shall be servant of all. For even the Son of
man came not to be ministered unto, but to minister, and to give his life a ransom for
many." To attain and accomplish true greatness in the kingdom of God, one must be a
humble servant of God and of others. Jesus is the supreme example and greatest of all
because He humbled Himself and became the Ideal Servant of God the Father. He
became the greatest among human beings because He came to serve and to become
the redeemer all people. The question for each believer is, "Will you not lay down
your life for Him."

Mark 10:45 reveals that Jesus Christ gave His life "a ransom" instead of the
many. This teaches that He is the substitute for those who believe in Him and also it
teaches the truth that on Jesus was laid the sins of all human beings of all time. Thus
the fact that Jesus gave His life a ransom for many emphasizes the substitutionary
element in the death of Jesus Christ.

The healing of blind Bartimaeus near Jericho is an example in Mark 10:45.
Obviously, this blind man had heard of Jesus of Nazareth. Thus when he realized that
Jesus was passing nearby he exercised his faith and cried loudly, "Jesus, thou son of
David, have mercy on me." According to Matthew 20:36 he also called Jesus, Lord.
Thus he confesses his sinfulness and expresses his faith in Jesus as the Messiah.
Many in the crowd rebuked him but Jesus, the Son of God, stood still and called for
Bartimaeus. The man requested of the Lord "that I may receive my sight." (Luke

18:41). The Lord told him, "Go thy way; thy faith hath made thee whole."
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Immediately Bartimaeus "received his sight, and followed Jesus. . . ." This healing by
Jesus demonstrates the compassion that He continues to manifest toward those who
call upon Him in faith. Jesus has compassion upon the lost when they call upon Him

in repentance and faith.

SSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSS>>
.  re . A

>Harmonized Sequential listing = from the other Gospel records:

>>The Conversion of Zacchaeus at Jericho Luke 19:1-10
>>The parable of the pounds and going to Jerusalem Luke 19:11-28
>>Jesus Arrives at Bethany, near Jerusalem John 11:55—12:1,9-11

<<LLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLL LKL
Chapter Notes

1. (See pages 384 and 71, 72; Mark 10:21) For more comments on the word "follow"
which is from &koA0ovOéw (akoloutheo) see this writer's comments on Mark 1:17-18.
2. (See page 397; Mark 10:39) King Herod Agrippa I was the grandson of King Herod
the Great. who reigned during the time of the birth of Jesus.

3. (See page 401; Mark 10:45) For further comments on Mark 10:45 please refer to
page 6 of this dissertation.

4. (See pages 406; Mark 10:51,52; and page 187 in Division III) The expression "thy
faith hath made thee whole" in Mark 10:52 is also found in Mark 5:34 and in the
parallels in Matthew 9:22 and Luke 8:48 as well as in Luke 17:19 in the account of
the healing of the ten lepers. Refer to the comments on Mark 5:34 on page 187.

<<LLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLL LKL <L <L
End Note

A. The harmonized sequential listings from the other Gospel records have been

gleaned from various sources and from study. This writer leaned heavily on A

Layman's Harmony of the Gospels by John F. Carter and A Harmony of the Gospels

for Students of the Life of Christ by A. T. Robertson. Both of these are listed in the

Bibliography. All other sources are also listed.
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THE SERVANT: REJECTED AS KING IN JERUSALEM
(Mark Chapters 11:1-33; 12:1-44)

---CHAPTER 18---

Entering Jerusalem in Peaceful Triumph
(Mark Chapter 11:1-26)

---CHAPTER 19---

Questions Asked and Answered
(Mark Chapters 11:27-33; 12:1-44)
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---DIVISION EIGHT---

THE SERVANT: REJECTED AS KING IN JERUSALEM
(Mark Chapters 11:1-33; 12:1-44)

---CHAPTER 18---

Entering Jerusalem in Peaceful Triumph
(Mark Chapter 11:1-26)

OUTLINE

XVIII. Entering Jerusalem in Peaceful Triumph 11:1-26
A. Jesus Entering Jerusalem in Triumph 11:1-11

(Matthew 21:1-11, 14-17; Luke 19:29-44; John 12:12-19)

1. Jesus sending for a donkey 11:1-7
(Matthew 21:1-7; Luke 19:29-35; John 12:12-19)

2. The official presentation of Jesus as King 11:7-10
(Matthew 21:7-9; Luke 19:35-38)

3. Entering and looking around the city and the temple 11:11
(Matthew 21:10,11,14-17; Luke 19:39-44)

B. Cursing the Barren Fig Tree 11:12-14
(Matthew 21:18,19)
C. Cleansing of the Temple 11:15-18

(Matthew 21:12-14; Luke 19:45-48)

1. The findings of Jesus in the temple 11:15,16
(Matthew 21:12; Luke 19:45)

2. Casting out the merchandisers and rebuking 11:15-17;
(Matthew 21:12,13; Luke 19:45,46)

3. The hostility of the scribes and chief priests 11:18
(Matthew 21:15; Luke 19:47,48)

D. Lessons about Faith and Prayer from the Withered Fig Tree 11:19-26

(Matthew 21:19-22; Luke 21:37,38)

1. The fig tree drying up by the roots 11:19-21
(Matthew 21:19b; Luke 21:37,38)

2. Having faith in God 11:22-24
(Matthew 21:20-22)

3. Giving a vital lesson on prayer 11:22-26
(Matthew 21:22)
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---DIVISION EIGHT---

THE SERVANT: REJECTED AS KING IN JERUSALEM
(Mark Chapters 11:1-33; 12:1-44)

---CHAPTER 18---

Entering Jerusalem in Peaceful Triumph
(Mark Chapter 11:1-26)

The study of Mark has now progressed to the events of the last week of the
earthly life of Jesus Christ before His crucifixion. With the close of Mark 10 and
Luke 19 verse 28 the final journey of Jesus during His earthly ministry to Jerusalem is
almost ended. Jesus is about to enter the Holy City where He will be crucified, buried,
and raised from the dead to finish His work of redemption. Mark chapters 11 and 12
reveal "The Servant: Rejected as King in Jerusalem." These chapters along with
chapters 13 and 14 tell of Jesus Christ entering Jerusalem and the preparatory events
and teachings before His arrest and trials. The "opening of the eyes of blind"
Bartimaeus "stands in sharp contrast to the blindness of the" Jewish "religious leaders
Jesus shall encounter in Jerusalem (Wessel 722).

These chapters of Mark include: the preparatory events in entering the city,
cleansing the temple, and the barren fig tree, questions of the religious leaders and

public teaching in Jerusalem including the